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ADVERTISEMENT... 


Otwithſlanding the number and variety of 
publications upon the preſent ſubiject, the 
Author flatters himſelf that his obſervations 
{the reſult of much experience) will not be un- 
acceptable to the Faculty; eſpecially the junior 
part of it, to whoſe peruſal this Efjay is par- 
ticularly recommended. 3 | 


Common Caſes, or ſuch as daily occur, and 
are not attended with any unuſual ſymptoms, 
are purpoſely omitted; and to avoid prolixity, a 
Jew only of the other kind are inſerted, they being 
thought ſufficient to elucidate the ſubbject. 


Recent caſes are liteuiſi pretermilted, in 
order to obviate the idea of relapſes, which 
even the moſt impartial reader might otherawiſe 
have ſuggeſted. 


Parliament Street, 
June 26th, 1780. 
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A 
PRACTICAL ESSAY 
ON THE 


VENEREAL DISEASE, G. 


HE Venereal Diſeaſe, beyond all others, 
having, by its peculiar virulence and 
frequent attacks upon the human body, made 
the moſt alarming depredations therein, no 
temporal ſubje& I preſume ought ſooner to 
claim our attention, than the thorough inveſti- 
gation and ſpeedy ſubjection of ſo formidable 
an enemy.—Many and various have been the 
opinions of the learned, relative to the time 
and place of its firſt appearance—this cir- 
cumſtance has afforded an ample field for 
diſputation to both ancients and moderns ; 
of whom ſome the moſt eminent, at different 
periods, have very ingeniouſly and candidly 
treated upon the ſubject: notwithſtanding 
which, the matter is yet doubtful and 
likely to remain ſo. A knowledge of the 
preciſe origin of the diſeaſe muſt however 
appear of but little importance, when 
put in competition with that of the moſt 
effeQtual . remedy for the radical cure of 
B it, 
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it. I ſhall therefore leave ſuch contro- 
verſies to thoſe who are fonder of, or may 
be better qualified to adjuſt them than my- 
ſelf, and reſt contented with recommending 
the moſt rational and eaſy method of remov- 
ing ſo loathſome a diſeaſe. This mode of 
cure is the moſt gentle and efficacious, as 
will appear in the following pages: it will 
ſtand the teſt of the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, being 
founded on the broad baſis of long experience 
and uninterrupted ſucceſs. In ſupport of 
this aſſertion, I ſhall produce ſome very re- 
markable caſes, ſelected from many hun- 
dreds, where the uſual. or general modes of 
cure had proved abortive. 


IT has been frequently obſerved, that the 
knowledge of a diſeaſe is half its cure; in 
no inſtance can I ſuppoſe this adage to have 
been more fully verified than in the Venereal 
Diſeaſe; which, Proteus like, appears in ſo 
many different forms, that very often it will 
require no ſmall ſhare of judgment and ex- 
perience to diſtinguiſh it from ſome other 
diſtemper, whoſe ſymptoms it may reſemble 
in many reſpects, or with which it may in 

reality 


31 
reality be combined. This being the caſe, 
we muſt not wonder at the many errors 
daily committed by the ignorant, or inexpe- 
rienced in the profeſſion. Almoſt innume- 
rable have been the inſtances of reputed rheu- 
matiſms, nervous head-achs, wandering gouts, 
ſcurvies, declines, conſumptions, &c. &c. 
which, upon a minute inveſtigation, have 
been proved to be venereal. A happy cir- 
cumſtance, when this diſcovery is made early 
enough to ſave the patient from an untimely 
grave; but alas how frequently does the re- 
verſe happen? This melancholy obſervation 
is particularly corroborated in the great num- 
ber of atrophies, or conſumptions, by which 
the inhabitants of this iſland are many of 
them ſuppoſed to be deſtroyed. This fata- 
lity has generally been aſcribed to the cli- 
mate, but I am firmly perſuaded, that, upon 
a ſtrict and impartial enquiry, many other 
cauſes may be aſſigned; and amongſt them, 
Venus will be found to have had no ſmall 
ſhare. I am induced to be of this opinion 
from the many inſtances that have fallen un- 
der my own immediate inſpection, where 


patients, after having been pronounced to be 
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in the laſt ſtages of a conſumption, and given 
over as loſt, have been perfectly reſtored by 


the uſe of anti-venereals, A circumſtance of 


ſuch importance, moſt certainly merits the 
attention of every medical practitioner. Should 
this admonition take the deſired effect, I ſhall 
experience the greateſt ſatisfaction in hav- 


ing rendered ſuch an eflential ſervice to the 


community. In the following ſheets it will 
evidently appear, that the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
in every ſtate or ſtage, from the mildeſt to 
the moſt inveterate, may be perfectly, eaſily, 
and fafely cured, without falivation : and 
that the patient, although labouring under a 


confirmed pox, will not be confined within 
_ doors a ſingle day during the whole time he 


may be taking ſuch medicines as will effect 


a radical cure. I ſhall likewiſe demonſtrate 


that gleets of every denomination are curable, 
provided the origin of each be duly inveſti- 
gated, and in conſequence thereof, a ſuitable 
remedy not only applied, but regularly per- 
ſevered in for a length of time, proportion- 
able to the cauſe : to the want of that perſe- 
yerance, in my opinion, may often be aſ- 
cribed the want of ſucceſs in the general 

| treatment 
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treatment of gleets; for I do not recollect 
(amongſt the great number and variety of my 
patients for ſeveral years paſt) three caſes 
which did not give way, or were not cured, 
by properly and ſtrictly perſiſting in the uſe 
of injections or bougies, and ſome internal 
alteratives. To prove not only the inexpedi- 
ency, but the inefficacy of ſalivation in ve- 
nereal maladies, I ſhall produce ſeveral caſes, 
in which its effects were merely palliative; 
in other words, afforded only a temporary 
relief, although repeated even to a fourth or 
fifth time; after which the ſame patients 
(notwithſtanding the violent ſhock, and ma- 
nifeſt injury their conſtitutions had thereby 
ſuſtained) were perfectly and radically cured 
by that eaſy gentle method, which I mean 
to recommend, namely, the alterative one. 
For argument ſake only, ſuppoſe we admit 
that ſalivation is efficient and might be de- 
pended upon; what man in his ſenſes but 
would give the preference to the method here 
propoſed ? When he confiders how extremely 
diſguſting and painful the proceſs of ſaliva- 
tion is univerſally allowed to be, the conſe- 
quent confinement indiſpenſably neceffary 
therein, 
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therein, and the many other diſagreeables 
that generally or frequently ſucceed it; ſuch 
as deſtruction of teeth and gums, and the 
fœtid or ſtinking breath thereby occaſioned ; 
the great relaxation of the ſalivary glands, 
or an eroſion of their excretory ducts, pro- 
ducing a copious troubleſome flow of ſaliva, 
perhaps for the remainder of life; together 
with the derangement of the whole frame, 


in ſuch a degree as ſeldom to be got the bet- 


ter of, even by thoſe who may have been 
originally poſſeſſed of the beſt ſtamina, or 
ſtrongeſt conſtitutions. All theſe circum- 
ſtances duly conſidered, it is rather ſurpriſ- 
ing that falivation has not long ſince been 
univerſally exploded ; the only aſſignable rea- 


fon muſt be the want of a proper ſucceda- 


neum; that, however, very happily for man- 
kind, can no longer be pleaded in excuſe, as 
the alterative method is daily gaining ground, 
from the following very cogent reaſons, viz. 


the operation of proper alteratives being ſo 


extremely mild and gentle as to admit of 
being ſafely adminiſtered at any time or ſea- 


ſon, to perſons of all ages, and of each ſex : 


to pregnant women almoſt the whole time of 
geſtation, 


| W 
geſtation, even to the laſt month, from which 


happy circumſtance, the fœtus and its mo- 
ther both receive a cure at the ſame time. 


Two other very material advantages ate to 
be derived from the uſe of alteratives, firſt, 
the certainty of cure, even in the worſt, the 
moſt inveterate caſes, where many repeated 
ſalivations have proved ineffectual; ſecondly, 
not the leaſt confinement being requiſite 
throughout the whole courſe; which to the 
mercantile part of the world 'is a circum- 
ſtance of no little importance. The patient 
being able to tranſa& buſineſs as well in the 
open air as elſewhere, and there being no 
other reſtriction or alteration reſpecting his 
diet, than the omiſſion of acids, he will not 
be under any apprehenſion of a diſcoyery 
taking place in the family. Another parti- 
cular in favour of theſe medicines, is, that 
contrary to the effects of moſt others, they 
will encreaſe the appetite, and thereby acce- 
lerate the cure, during the performance of 
which, the patient's food cannot be of too 
nutritious a nature, inſomuch that meat may 
be allowed twice or thrice per day, in pre- 

ference 
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ference to gruels, ptyſans, or ſlops of any 
kind. The only diſadvantage that attends 
the alterative method, is this; patients being 
at large the whole time, and capable of 
e either buſineſs or pleaſure, ſome 
are apt to prefer the latter, and very fre- 
quently not only neglect taking the medi- 
cine, but commit various exceſſes, and ſome- 
times contract freſh infections, while we are 
endeavouring to remove the old one. Indeed 
ſome have been frank enough to confeſs, 
that a ſpecies of economy had given riſe to 
theſe irregularities; from a ſuppoſition that 
no additional expence would be incurred, 
they thought it therefore the propereſt time 
to gratify ſuch inclinations: not conſidering 
that violent exertions of the parts affected 
muſt certainly procraſtinate the cure, ſhould 
they even be fortunate enough to eſcape an 
increaſe of the venereal virus. 


SALIVATION has none of theſe obſtacles 
to combat with: for when once a man has 
completely immerſed himſelf into that de- 
lightful ſtate, it will ſeldom, if ever hap- 


pen, that he will, fo circumſtanced, be poſ- 
3 ſeſſed 


* 


ſeſſed of either ability or inclination to deviate 
from the moſt rigid injunctions that may be 
impoſed by his doors, medicinal or divine. 
In ſupport of this opinion, nothing more 


will be neceflary than a recital of ſome few 
of the concomitant ſymptoms or conſtant ' 


attendants on a perfect falivation ; namely, a 
tumefaction of the head, face and throat, 
to a great degree, with much pain and in- 
flammation therein : the tongue frequently 
becomes too large for the mouth, which by 
this time is excoriated and extremely tender, 


together with the gums, tonſils, and all the 


neighbouring parts: in fine, the whole mouth 
and its appendages becomes one foul ulcer, 


from which iſſues a ſtench that may be better 


conceived than deſcribed, accompanied with 
a ptyaliſm or ſpitting, in quantity from two 
to ſix pints in the twenty-four hours; which 
agreeable proceſs is to be continued ſome 
weeks, and in the courſe of a few months, 
perhaps, repeated again and again. The ſame 
advantage as the foregoing, has the old me- 
thod of curing claps by mercurials and draſ- 
tic purges, which were generally repeated 


every two or three days for a conſiderable 
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1 16 ] 
length of time, till the diſcharge put on a 
more benign aſpect; or the patience, or 
ſtrength of the patient being exhauſted, oc- 
caſioned a diſcontinuance thereof. From 


theſe premiſes we muſt readily infer, that a 


perſon thus conſtantly haraſſed by {trong, 
rough medicines, could have little reliſh or 
inclination. to tranſgreſs the laws of ſobriety. 
Confideratis confiderandis, every impartial man 
moſt certainly will prefer the alterative mode 
of cure, to that by ſalivation. 


Havine premiſed thus much, now let us 
turn our thoughts to the moſt eligible means 
of obtaining a radical cure for this prevalent 
diſeaſe; it having often with great truth been 
obſerved, that as nothing can be done with 
greater facility, than to cavil or find fault, 
therefore no merit will be derived from ſuch 
a procedure, unleſs at the fame time it ſhall 
be accompanied with ſome plan or ſcheme 
more likely to effect the purpoſe in queſtion. 
To obviate this reflection, I ſhall not only 
propoſe ſuch a remedy as will be moſt likely 
to anſwer, but ſhall alſo produce, in ſupport 


of it, ſome caſes which (from the peculiar 
ſucceſs 


1 


ſucceſs attending them) will go near to call 
in queſtion the veracity of the man who re- 
cords them: be that as it may, ſuch an idea 
ſhall not prevent my giving a faithful rela- 
tion of them. Before however we enter 
upon that part of the buſineſs, I ſhall make 
ſome obſervations on the means by which 
thoſ events took place. Very numerous and 
different are the preſcriptions which at va- 
rious periods have been recommended, as 
fully competent to ſubdue the venereal poi- 
ſon ; amongſt the great variety offered for 
this ſalutary purpoſe, many were diametri- 
cally oppoſite to each other, advocates how- 
ever were not wanting to extol their mani- 
fold virtues: on theſe occaſions, both the 
vegetable and mineral kingdoms were tho- 
roughly ranſacked and attentiyely examined, 
and many of their properties aſcertained by a 
ſeries of ingenious experiments: and even at 
the preſent period, we are ſometimes under 
the neceſſity of having recourſe to both, in 
the reduction of ſo powerful an opponent as 
the venereal diſeaſe. Be it remembered how- 
ever, that vegetables alone, when properly 
prepared, will effect a cure in many caſes, 
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although in others it muſt be acknowledged 
that minerals will likewiſe be required. The 
gums will ſome of them be found of ſingular 
uſe, particularly camphor, in every ſtage of 
the diſeaſe, from a gonorrhœa to a confirmed 
lues; in the former it will greatly contri- 
bute to alleviate the heat of urine, as well 
as correct the virulence; and in the latter it 
ought never to be omitted, for ſeveral rea- 
ſons; in the firſt place, it is a moſt power- 
ful alterative; in the next, it ſtrengthens the 
nerves, exhilarates the ſpirits, and when 
joined with minerals, fortifies the ſtomach 
and bowels againſt any of their difagreeable 
or pernicious effects. It diffuſes a general 
warmth throughout the body, and greatly 
aſſiſts in conducting other medicines towards 
the cuticular -and renal glands. As to the 
choice of alterative medicines beſt adapted to 
the cure of the venereal diſeaſe, I believe 
none will be found more efficacious than a 
compoſition of the following, viz. camphor, 
- antimony and ſulphur: in ſome eaſes it may 
be neceſſary to add both mercury and opium. 
Theſe muſt be affiſted with decoctions of the 

3 woods 


L 13 J 


woods“ in quantities ſufficient to attenuate 


and ſaturate the whole maſs of contaminated 


Juices. Any particular recipe or preſcription 
of the above, would be of very little uſe, 
as not only the doſes, but the quantity of 
each ingredient muſt ſo frequently be either 
increaſed or diminiſhed agreeable to the vari- 
ation of ſymptoms and circumſtances; which 
ſometimes require even the omiſſion of one 


or more of thoſe ingredients. The age, ſex, 


temperament or conſtitution of the patient, 
as well as the degree of infection, muſt render 
it indiſpenſably neceſſary to make the alte- 
rations above mentioned. Another material 
circumſtance frequently occurs, namely, the 
addition of other acrimonious humours ; to 
which, particular attention muſt be paid, or 
we ſhall not ſucceed in our endeavours to 
remove the venereal one. From hence it 
muſt evidently appear, that no particular re- 
cipe can be invariably relied upon, in this or 
any other diſeaſe. 


mn 


* Guaiacum, ſarſaparilla, china, ſaſſafras, ſantalum 
glycyrrhiza, &c. 
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Tur ſymptoms of a virulent gonorrhœa 
(commonly termed a clap) are too well 
known to require any deſcription in this 
place: let us therefore conſider upon the 
means molt eligible for its removal. The 
cure may be eaſily and ſpeedily effected, if 
undertaken when the firſt ſymptoms are per- 
ceived ; particularly that gentle irritation, or 
trickling ſenſation in the urinary paſſage, 
which ſo frequently precedes the diſcharge : 
the diſeaſe, when taken at this ſtage, may be 
very fafely removed in the ſpace of two days, 
by applying medicine immediately to the 
part affected; this cannot be conveniently 
done in any other form than that of an, in- 
jection, which ſhould be-compoſed of ſome 
gentle detergent that will ſtop the further 
progreſs of the venereal virus, by preventing 
its abſorption. Chancres may likewiſe be 
almoſt as ſpeedily removed, provided the re- 
 medy be applied at their very firſt appear- 


ance. 


Suourp this precaution be omitted, the 
acrid matter will corrode the parts, and pro- 
duce ulcerations ; conſequently a longer time 

will 


EW 
will be required to effect a cure; and it may 
be neceſſary to adminiſter internals to pre- 
vent a flow of humours to the part which 
might retard the cure, if not entirely fruſ- 
trate our intentions. 


Ir the complaint be not removed in the 
early ſtages, it will ſoon become confirmed; 
and then due regard mult be paid to the pa- 
tient's habit of body, mode of living, &c. 


_ Ir is with me a matter of ſurpriſe, that 
injections have not been in more general 
practice; as nothing certainly can be more 
rational, than to apply the remedy to the part 
affected. The advantages or the reverſe, at- 
tending the uſe of them, muſt evidently 
ariſe from the ingredients of which they are 
compoſed : no man ſure can be ſo prejudiced 
as to declare that his objection is merely to 
that particular mode of conveying a medi- 
cine: to ſpeak impartially; if crude, cor- 
roſive, indigeſted ulcers in every other part 
of the body require topical applications, 
why, in the name of common ſenſe, ſhould 
they be neglected or omitted in parts natu- 


rally 
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rally fo very delicate and ſenſible, as the or- 
gans of generation are inconteſtably allowed 


to be? neglects of this kind are frequently 


productive of the moſt diſagreeable conſe- 
quences; they may, independent of the 


injuries from abſorption, give riſe to gleets 


and obſtructions in the urethra, which if not 
attended to, may terminate fatally. The ſtil- 
licidium, or running, is very uncertain as to 
the time of its appearance ; ſometimes it will 
happen in fix hours after the embrace, at 
others, twice as many weeks have elapſed 


before it has been perceived; theſe, I muſt 


acknowledge, are not very common caſes, but 
ſuch as have really fallen under my inſpec- 
tion, as will be ſeen in the ſequel: in general 
however, it appears in leſs than ten days. 


Chancres likewiſe vary as much in this parti- 
cular. In the treatment of a confirmed clap, 


a great deal will depend upon its being ſimple 
or compound; in other words, whether it 
originated from a perſon who had only a go- 
norrhaa, or who at the dame time was 


poxed likewiſe. In the latter caſe, power- 


ful internals will be abſolutely neceſſary; in 
the former, a cure may frequently be accom- 


pliſhed 


1 
pliſhed by injection only. Claps and Chancres 
are often contracted at the ſame time, but 
do not always make their firſt appearance 
together; I have ſeen inſtances even where 
ſome weeks have intervened. 
As the compoſition of injection, like that 
of every other remedy, muſt vary according 
to circumſtances, I ſhall decline giving any 
particular recipe; one general ingredient how= 
ever I will venture to recommend, namely, 
Armenian bole, which from its abſorbent 
and other good qualities will prove highly 
beneficial both in correcting the venereal acri- 
mony, and defending the ſound parts of the 
urethra therefrom. 


Is the cure of claps, ſome practitioners 
have attended too much to the colour of the 
diſcharge, others to the conſiſtence of it 


both are fallacious, particularly the former; 


as it will ſometimes be of a.deep yellow, even 
to the laſt day, eſpecially in bilious habits : 
frequently it is equally high coloured in old 
glects of ſeven or ten years ſtanding, where 
the party has been entirely free from infec- 
- tion 
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tion all that time, as in ſome caſes has been 
ſufficiently manifeſted by the healthy ſtate of 
wives and children. A diſcharge of ſimilar 
colour and conſiſtence is often to be found 

attending the fluor albus, as it is called. 
From hence will follow the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of examining further, than juſt the 
ſtate of the running : the beſt criterion will 
be the aſpect of the urethral orifice, and the 
ſenſations throughout that tube. 


Many families have been rendered un- 
happy from the length of time this diſeaſe 
| ſometimes requires to make its firſt appear- 
| ance : for a man, after performing a kind of 
| quarantine of three weeks or a month, and 
no ſymptom of infection having ſhewn it- 
ſelf during that time, would naturally con- 
| clude himſelf entirely free from it, and pro- 


ceed accordingly; but how great his aſto- 
niſhment, as well as chagrin, to diſcover 
(perhaps a month or two afterwards) the moſt 
indiſputable ſigns of his being infected: ſe- 
veral inſtances of this kind have fallen under 
my inſpection, ſome of which, I muſt con- 
feſs, I ſhould not have credited, had not 

they 


E 


they been accompanied with proofs not to be 
conteſted. From this we may infer, that 
although the virus very often makes the moſt 
rapid progreſs, at other times its operations 
are as ſluggiſh : this may ariſe from the de- 


gree of infection, or the patient's habit of 
body, or from both. 


— 
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A MERCHANT in the city of London, four 
years ſince, applied to me in conſequence of 
great heat in making urine, painful erections, 
and a diſcharge of matter from the urethra, 
ſo acrid, as to threaten a phymoſis, it having 
already excoriated the greateſt part of the glans 
penis. Thus ſituated, he deſired to know if 
I did not call his diſorder a clap; ; to which 
I replied in the affirmative, and that it was 
not of the mildeſt kind: Then fir, ſaid he, I 
ſhall mention a circumſtance, that I think 
will ſurprize you, which is, that not a ſingle 
ſymptom of the diſeaſe appeared until two 
months and three days after it was contracted:“ 
upon this account he deemed it not venereal, 
I affured him however that it was ſo, and 

D 2 could 


"ENF 
could be removed only by treating it as ſuch, 
My patient was not of a bad habit of body, 
nor had his blood been previouſly heated by 
intemperance, the chordee was notwithſtand- 
ing ſo troubleſome, that I expected to have 
been obliged to uſe opiates, which I am very 
ſeldom under the neceſſity of doing; injec- 
tions generally anſwering the purpoſe, by 
ſpeedily removing the inflammation and its 
conſequences: my only objection to opium in 
theſe caſes, is, the conſtipation which moſtly 
attends the uſe of it; although I am not an 
advocate for the old method by cathartics, 
yet I would not be underſtood to recommend 
abſolutely the reverſe ; which muſt indubi- 
tably tend to encreaſe, rather than alleviate 
ſymptoms ariſing from inflammation. It 
will be found fully ſufficient} that the inteſ- 
tinal evacuations be the ſame as at the time 
of perſect health.—Now to return to my pa- 
tient; he was much alarmed at the high de- 
gree of pain and inflammation, which how- 
ever was conſiderably leſſened in the ſpace of 
two days, by means of injection and internal 
alteratives; three weeks continuance of which 
perfectly cured him, without any confinement 
or 


"T8 1 
or alteration in his uſual mode of living, ex · 
cept abſtinence from acids and ſpirituous li- 
quors. 


048K 


A GENTLEMAN of Dorſetſhire, in the 
month of February, 1778, came to town on 
purpoſe to be under my care; his ſymptoms 
at that time were a diſcharge of yellow mat- 
ter from the urethra, chancres on the glans 
penis, a large bubo in the left groin, and a 
ſmaller one in the right. Upon my enquir- 
ing into particulars, he ſolemnly declared 

that he had not the leaſt reaſon to think him- 
ſelf infected, till upwards of nine weeks after 
coition, when he was attacked with a trick- 
ling ſenſation in the urethra, which was fol- 
lowed by a running and heat of urine; chan- 
cres ſoon afterwards appeared, and were ſuc- 
ceeded in a ſhort time by tumefaction of the 
inguinal glands, which thereupon became 
extremely painful. He was at firſt attended 
by a ſurgeon in his own neighbourhood, who 
bled him very freely, gave ſtrong mercurial 
purges repeatedly, and ordered him to dilute 
plentifully with barley water, &c. Fomen- 
| tations 
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tations and cataplaſms were applied to the 


buboes till ſuppuration took place, when he 
propoſed to diſcharge their contents by means 


of cauſtic or inſciſion, but the patient not 


conſenting to either, immediately left the 
country, and ſoon after applied to me, re- 
queſting that I would remove them without 


opening or ſuffering them to break, as he had 


the greateſt averſion to ſores of every kind, 


and much dreaded all chirurgical operations: 


I told him, that conſidering the very forward 
ſtate in which the buboes at that time were, 
(the fluctuation of matter being readily felt 
upon the ſlighteſt preſſure) I could make no 
ather promiſe, than to exert my beſt abilities 
in endeavouring to effect what he fo ardently 


[| deſired; obſerving likewife, that I frequently 


had been fortunate enough to render thoſe pain- 
ful operations unneceſſary by the uſe of inter- 
nal medicines alone; which, in my opinion, are 


che only ones that can ſafely be relied upon. 


As to the repelling of buboes (in the vul- 


gar phraſe, putting them back) I never make 
the leaſt heſitation of attempting to effect it, 
for this obvious reaſon, that a bubo is not 


4 Critical 
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a critical abſceſs, of which I am welt con- 


vinced from daily experience, notwithſtand- 


ing the general received opinion to the con- 
trary: I have ſeen many inſtances where 
buboes have been carefully brought forward 
to the moſt perfect ſuppuration, liberally 
opened, and a copious diſcharge very induſ- 
triouſly encouraged for the ſpace of four, ſive, 
or ſix months; notwithſtanding which the 
parties have remained completely poxed; as 
the nocturnal pains, foul ulcers, and erup- 
tions ſufficiently manifeſted a few months 
afterwards, when they became my patients, 
and were radically cured by the alterative me- 
thod in half that time. This being a fact 
not to be controverted, why ſhould ſuppura- 
tion be encouraged, as it muſt be attended 
with great pain, filthineſs and inconvenience? 
And after all, not being critical, a regular 
, courſe of -medicines will be indiſpenſably 
neceſſary: the cicatrix or ſcar is likewiſe a 


circumſtance not the moſt agreeable, eſpeci- 
ally to the fair ſex. Without apologizing for 


this digreſſion, I will haſten to my Dorſet- 
ſhire friend, Entertaining theſe ſentiments, 
immediately fat about the diſcuſſion of his 


3 buboes ; 
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buboes; for which purpoſe alteratives were 
adminiſtered internally, and detergent injec- 
tions and dreſſings applied to the urethra and 
the chancres on the penis: by theſe means 
the ſymptoms gradually abated, and at the 
end of a month he thought himſelf cured ; 
but I adviſed a continuance of the medicines 
three or four weeks longer, on account of the 
high degree of virulence we had had to en- 
counter with: he readily conſented to per- 
ſevere in the uſe of them, having already ex- 
perienced ſuch ſalutary effects; and to ſhew 
that he did not think the decoction at all 
nauſeous, he generally drank it at meals 
in lieu of any other liquor. Thus, in leſs 
than two months, without being confined to 
the houſe a ſingle day during the whole courſe, 
he was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed in health, and 
has remained well ever ſince. He was highly 
pleaſed at the removal of the buboes without 
opening, and very generouſly rewarded my 
ſervices. 


CASE - 
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C A8 E III. 


Ix the month of July, 1777, a gentleman 
requeſted my advice upon the following ſymp- 
toms ; an unuſual (though not painful) ſen- 
ſation in the -urethra, a diſcharge therefrom 
very ſmall in quantity, and of colour fo 
light as ſcarce to tinge his linen. I was of 
opinion that theſe ſymptoms were the harbin- 
gers or forerunners of a clap; but he ſtrongly 
inſiſted that his diſorder could be nothing 
more than weakneſs, or a ſtrain, as he had 
had no venereal connection for eleven weeks 
previous to this indiſpoſition. I informed 
him, that ſhould the cure of his diſeaſe be 
undertaken in this early ſtage, I believed it 
might be removed in leſs than a week, if he 
would ſtrictly adhere to my inſtructions, but 
as he ſeemed ſo firmly perſuaded that his 
diſorder was not infectious, I adviſed him to 
wait only a ſhort time, and he would then be 
perfectly ſenſible of the real nature and ten- 
dency of it. Three days only had elapſed, 
before he paid me a ſecond viſit, when J 
found my prognoſtick ſufficiently verified; the 
urethra and glans penis being highly inflamed, 
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great heat in making water, ſome pain in 
erection, and a diſcharge of yellow matter 
iſſuing from the urinary canal: he was by this 
time fully convinced of his error, and re- 
queſted that I would relieve him as expedi- 
tiouſly as poſſible.—I told him that his delay 
of three days would procraſtinate the cure 
more than a week, and in the preſent ſtate 
of the diſeaſe I judged that it would at leaſt 
require a fortnight, ſhould even his tempe- 
rance and regularity not be called in queſtion. 
However, by the uſe of injection and a few 
alterative pills, he was perfectly cured in 
thirteen days. 


Þ 4:6: 20; 


A GENTLEMAN in Weſtminſter ſent for 
me two years ſince, to give an opinion upon 
a ſtillicidium, or diſcharge from the urethra, 
which had firſt made its appearance two days 
before I ſaw him; he was quite at a loſs to 
account for it, not having copulated for up- 
wards of two months prior to that period. I 
enquired whether he felt any irritation or 
trickling in the urinary paſſage, he anſwered 


in 


E 27 ] 
in the affirmative, upon which I pronounced 
the caſe to be venereal, although the run- 
ning was perfectly clear, and the parts en- 
tirely free from any external inflammation. 
My patient, however, ſeemed to think that I 
had formed an erroneous opinion ; I there- 
fore deſired him to defer uſing medicine of 
any kind for a day or two, in which time I 
made no doubt of an alteration in his ſenti- 
ments. 'The next morning I was again ſent 
for, and informed, that the parts did not 
look quite ſo cool as on the preceding day, 
and that his urine felt rather warmer than 
uſual, theſe ſymptoms he attributed to ſome 
things he had ate and drank the day before. 
I replied, that in twenty-four hours I was 
fully perſuaded he would aſſign another cauſe. 
Before breakfaſt the next day, he ſent for me 
again, and faid that he no longer entertained 
the leaſt doubt of the diſeaſe being infec- 
tious, having lately perceived ſome ſymptoms 
of an approaching chordee ; the running was 
now become yellow, the parts were inflamed 
externally as well as within, and he could 
not make urine without ſome degree of pain. 
I prepared for him a cooling injection, of 
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which. he uſed a ſyringeful night and morning, 
and as he was very ſubject to the gout, I ad- 
miniſtered no other medicines internally, than 
decoctions of the woods and camphor, by 
which means, in the ſpace of ſeventeen days, 
the cure was very eaſily completet. 


E A 8 V. 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Kent, put 
himſelf under my care on the ninth day of 
December, 1779; he had enjoyed a very good 
ſtate of health for ſome years, till within 
three days of his application to me, when he 
diſcovered a yellow running from the urethra, 
attended with a heat of urine, and an inflam- 
mation of the glans penis and præputium. 
There was likewiſe a ſmall chancre on the 
frænum. After ocular demonſtration, I aſ- 
ſured him that his diſeaſe was venereal, my 
patient was not of a different opinion (having 
been frequently infected before) but he ex- 
preſſed great aſtoniſhment at its being ſo; from 
the circumſtance of not having had any vene- 
real intercourſe ſince the fifth day of the preced- 


ing September, aad having bezn entircly * 
| 0 
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of every ſymptom of the di ſeaſe till the fixth 
day of December; an interval of thirtcen 
weeks and upwards from the time of con- 
tracting the diſcaſe, to that of its appearance. 
Upon my interrogating him very cloſely as 
to the commencement of this affair, his an- 
ſwer was, that he could have no intereſt in - 
deceiving e, and that it was impoſſible he 
ſhould be Miſtaken, having a memorandum 
in his-pocket-book of ſome particular occur- 
rences of that day, relative to this buſineſs, 
which with him reduced the matter to an ab- 
ſolute certainty. I obſerved, that probably 
ſometime ſubſequent to that period he might 
have been too free in his libations to Bacchus, 
and be thereby deprived of recollecting his 
laſt engagement with Venus. This ſuppoſi- 
tion heobviated, by declaring upon his honour 
that he had not been inebriated for ſeveral 
months paſt, on the contrary, he had rather 
lived abſtemiouſly than otherwiſe. This 
gentleman's health was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed 
in three weeks, by the uſe of internal alte- 
rants and external detergents. The foregoing 
caſes having been ſelected from many ſimilar 
ones, to ſhew what great length. of time the 


vencreal 


ing September, and having been entirely free 
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which.he uſed a ſyringeful night and morning, 
and as he was very ſubject to the gout, I ad- 
miniſtered no other medicines internally, than 
decoctions of the woods and camphor, by 
which means, in the ſpace of ſeventeen days, 
the cure was very eaſily complete. 
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A GENTLEMAN in the county of Kent, put 
himſelf under my care on the ninth day of 
December, 1779; he had enjoyed a very good 
ſtate of health for ſome years, till within 
three days of his application to me, when he 
diſcovered a yellow running from the urethra, 
attended with a heat of urine, and an inflam- 
mation of the glans penis and præputium. 
There was likewiſe a ſmall chancre on the 
frenum. After ocular demonſtration, I aſ- 
ſured him that his diſeaſe was venereal, my 
patient was not of a difterent opinion (having 
been frequently infected before) but he ex- 
preſſed great aſtoniſhment at its being ſo; from 
the circumſtance of not having had any vene- 
real intercourſe ſince the fifth day of the preced- 


of 
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of every ſymptom of the diſeaſe till the fixth 
day of December; an interval of thirteen 
weeks ang upwards from the time of con- 
tracting the diſcaſe, to that of its appearance. 
Upon my interrogating him very cloſely as 
to the commencement of this affair, his an- 
ſwer was, that he could have no intereſt in 
deceiving me, and that it was impoſſible he 


ſhould be miſtaken, having a memorandum 


in his-pocket-book of ſome particular occur- 
rences of that day, relative to this buſineſs, 
which with him reduced the matter to an ab- 
ſolute certainty. I obſerved, that probably 
ſometime ſubſequent to that period he might 
have been too free in his libations to Bacchus, 
and be thereby deprived of recollecting his 
laſt engagement with Venus. This ſuppoſi- 
tion heobviated, by declaring upon his honour 
that he had not been inebriated for ſeveral 
months paſt, on the contrary, he had rather 
lived abſtemiouſly than otherwiſe. This 
gentleman's health was perfectly re- eſtabliſhed 
in three weeks, by the uſe of internal alte- 
rants and external detergents. The foregoing 
caſes having been ſelected from many ſimilar 
ones, to ſhew what great length of time the 
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venereal diſeaſe ſometimes requires to mani- 
feſt itſelf; let us now advert to others diame- 
trically the reverſe in point of time- 


F 


A MERCHANT in the city, who ſeveral 
years ago had been my patient, conſulted me 
in January laſt; he complained of an irrita- 
tion in the urethra, and ſome heat in the 
glans penis, which appeared rather inflamed 
externally. He informed me, that his laſt 
connexion had been only on the preceding 
evening, at about eleven o'clock, and antece- 
dent to that, he had not committed an act of 
venery for more than five months, during which 
time his health had been remarkably good. 
At fix o'clock that morning he was awakened 
by a ſharp pain in the yard, which ſoon abated, 
but did not entirely go off, a diſagreeable 
heat and irritation ſtill remaining. From the 
{ſymptoms coming on ſo early as within ſeven 
hours after the embrace, he could not believe 
his complaint to be venereal, but ſuppoſed 
that it aroſe from friction, and the bad wine 


he had that night drank ; I therefore declined 
to 


1 
to preſcribe any medicines, but adviſed that 
he ſhould live after his uſual manner, and 
think no more of the diſeaſe till it might 
become more worthy of his attention; which 
happened two nights afterward, by the pain 
he experienced from a' chordee ; there was 
likewiſe a yellow running from the urethra, 
accompanied with a heat of urine; his doubts 
by this time being perfectly removed, he im- 
mediately entered upon the . uſe of injection 
and pills, by which he obtained a cure in 
leſs than three weeks. 


— 
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A NA VAL. officer in the month of March, 
1778, was attacked with an unuſual warmth 
in the urinary paſſage, in leſs than ſix hours 
after coition, and it gradually encreaſed for 
three days, when a copious running came on, 

attended with a ſmarting of urine: in this 
| ſtage of the diſeaſe, he placed himſelf under 
my care, informing me that he was lately 
returned from a long voyage, and for ſeveral 
months paſt had not had an opportunity cf 
gettin 8 the infection, he could therefore 
| be 


© 33-1 
be very certain as to the date of his dif- 
order, having been entirely free from vene- 
real complaints for two years before. In 
effecting this gentleman's cure, near a month 
was required, by reaſon of the high degree of 


ſcurvy with which he was at that time in- 
feed. 
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A GENTLEMAN. in the county of Eflex, 
about fix months ſince, paid me a viſit on the 
following. account; having taken a night's 
lodging with a lady of his acquaintance, the 
very next morning at breakfaſt he felt ſome 
uneaſineſs in the urethra, which in the courſe 
of a few hours encreaſed, and at the end of 
five days terminated in the ſymptoms of 
both clap and pox, viz. a diſcharge of viru- 
lent matter from the urethra, with heat of 
urine, &c. and three chancres externally ; 
two on the preputium, and one on the glans 
penis. He was not much ſurpriſed at the 
early appearance of the diſcaſe, as with him 
it generally happened ſo; he neglected how- 
ever to uſe medicine of any kind, till it had 
arrived at the ſtate above-mentioned, when, 


he 
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he became my patient; and without further 
delay began upon a courſe of alteratives and 
detergents, which effected his cure in leſs 
than a month, AY : 


To the peculiarities of conſtitution, as 
well as degrees of infection, muſt be attri- 
buted the different periods in which parti- 
cular diſeaſes make their appearance. This 
circumſtance may depend on the diſpropor- 
tion of one or more of the ingredients or 
materials which compoſe the human body. 
Some men are naturally ſo irritable and in- 
flammable both in body and mind, as inſtantly 
to take fire like tinder or touchwood, from 
the ſmalleſt ſpark; while others of cold 
phlegmatic habits, are (as is. to be expected) 
quite the reverſe. 


N . 


Four years ſince, a gentleman in the 
county of Northampton, made a journey tb 
town, to conſult me upon what he called a 
weakneſs of a particular kind, as it was ac- 
companied with great inflammation ; I im- 

ng F mediately 
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mediately ſuſpected what the caſe was, and 
upon examination, found it to be a moſt 
virulent clap, with an incipient phymoſis; 


he complained likewiſe of a chordee. I was 


much ſurpriſed when he told me that his 
apothecary had not deemed it venereal, but 
treated it as ariſing merely from relaxation, 
giving large doſes of Peruvian bark and elixir 
of vitriol. My patient ſaid that the only 
reaſon why his diſorder had not been judged 
infectious was, that it did not diſcover it- 
ſelf till more than ſix weeks after coition ; 
from which circumſtance the apothecary had 
declared, that it could not poſſibly be vene- 
real. By the uſe of deterſive injections and 
alterative pills, he returned home in perfect 


health at the expiration of about three weeks, 


E „ 


In the month of December, 1778, a 
tradeſman in Weſtminſter commenced my 
patient, in conſequence of a virulent gonor- 
rhœa which he had contracted more than a 
month before his application to me, and of 
which he gave the following account; that 

in 


WE 

in ſix hours after copulation, he perceived an 
unuſual ſenſation in the yard, a kind of trick- 
ling 'or itching in the urinary canal, which 
for upwards of three weeks had been a little 
troubleſome, but by no means painful, until 
the 26th day, when a clear colourleſs diſ- 
charge iſſued from the urethra, which now 
began to be much inflamed, and felt very 
ſore whenever the urine paſſed through it; 
on the 28th day, the running was quite yel- 
low and rather copious; and upon the twen- 
ty-ninth he was attacked with a chordee, 
which induced him tg be under my care the 
next morning ; he ſaid he ſhould certainly 
have applied ſooner, but the inconvenience 
he experienced previous to the 26th day was 
ſo trifling, that he had not entertained the 
leaſt idea of his complaint being venereal; it 
was however entirely removed in fifteen days, 
by the ſame means as were uſed in ſome of 
the preceding caſes. 
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A GENTLEMAN in the county of Surry 
ſent for me in the month of Auguſt, 1778, 
1 found him labouring under a confirmed 
pox, of which the following were his ſymp- 
toms, a violent head-ach, nocturnal pains 
in the ſhin bones, with nodes thereon, a large 
foul ulcer in his throat, upon the left tonſil, 
a heat in the urethra, and an obſtruction 
therein: upon my requeſting to know every 
particular relative to the rife and progreſs of 
the diſeaſe; he informed me, that it was 
contracted about ten months before, and one 
thing appeared very ſtrange to him, namely, 
his knowing himſelf to be infected in leſs than 
twelve hours after the connection, from a very 
-troubleſome irritation in the urinary paſſage, 
which ſeized him about that time, and for 
ſome days encreaſed notwithſtanding his im- 
mediate application to a ſurgeon, who ordered 
almond emulſions with nitre, manna and falts ; 
and to dilute freely with barley water, in 
which gum arabic had been diſſolved, partial 
warm baths and veneſection were not omitted; 
in the courſe of a week or ten days, mercu- 

rial 
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rial ointment was uſed very liberally for at 
leaſt a month, with briſk purges at intervals. 
The running, he ſaid, was very plentiful for 
the ſpace of five or fix weeks ; ; he then too 

balſamics for three weeks, and was thought 
to be cured; however, in about ſeven or 
eight weeks afterwards, he perceived his 
health to be gradually on the decline, a dimi- 
nution of appetite, ſtrength and ſpirits, and 
ſleep interrupted by wandering. pains in his 
head and limbs: — nodes ſoon after formed on 
the ſhins and an ulcer in the throat. On the 
appearance of theſe ſymptoms, another ſur- 
geon was employed, who adminiſtered large 
quantities of the ſublimate ſolution for a 
conſiderable time, when finding that the diſ- 
eaſe did not give way, he put himſelf under 
my care, and was perfectly cured in two 
months, by the alteratives recommended in 


the 12th page, and a few bougies to remove 
the urethral obſtructions. | 


\ 
Be it obſerved, that no injections had been 


uſed in this gentleman's caſe; to which cir- 


cumſtance, in my opinion, may be attributed | 


the want of ſucceſs, for had a proper deter- 
| | | gent 
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E 
gent one been applied in the beginning, the 
venereal matter would not have been ab- 
ſorbed, and conſequently the pox with its 


diſagrecable attendants been thereby pre- 
yented, 


CA I © A, 


A GENTLEMAN in Weſtminſter, eighteen 


months ſifice, conſulted me in conſequence 


of a boil (as he termed it) ſeated amongſt the 
hair on the pubes very near the penis. This 
ulcer had reſiſted every application his ſurgeon _ 
had made to it for three or four weeks. From 
the hard edges and other appearances, I pro- 
nounced it to be a chancre; this my patient 
did not at that time credit, however, not long 
after he altered his opinion upon the appear- 
ance of a bubo in the left groin, which in a 
few days became very painful, when he paid 
me a ſecond viſit, and requeſted to have it 
repelled : that was performed, and a cure 
effected by an alterative courſe in about thirty. 
days. 


A8 
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Ix the month of November, 1778, a gen- 
tleman in the county of Middleſex labouring 
under a confirmed lues venerea, applied to 
me for its cure; the ſymptoms at that time 
were, a ſmall node on the right ſhin bone, an 
ulcer in the noſe, nocturnal pains, and a cop- 
per coloured eruption overſpreading a great 
part of his body. He informed me, that, 
till within the laſt twelve months, he had 
never experienced a ſingle ſymptom of the 
venereal diſeaſe, and that his preſent afflictions, 
if they were venereal,*mult ariſe from a clap 
contracted a year before, which denoted a 
high degree of malignity, the inflammation 
being very conſiderable and of long duration, 
attended with heat of urine, chordee, &c. the 
running he ſaid was copious, and continued 
upwards of five wecks, in which time he had 
been purged every. three or four days, had 
rubbed in a large quantity of mercurial oint- 
ment, and afterwards taken eleQaries and 
pills in abundance: in conſequence of this 


proceſs the ſymptoms had diſappeared, and at 
3 the 
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the end of two months his cure was pro- 
nounced. *: Some few months after, however, 
he perceived his health to be gradually on the 
decline, without being able to aſſign the real 
| cauſe, not having the leaſt ſuſpicion of vene- 
| real matter; his appetite and ſtrength daily 
| decreaſed, his ſleeps were ſhort, interrupted, 
and afforded little or no refreſhment, and at 
length colliquative ſweats enſued : thus cir- _ 
cumſtanced, he conſulted a phyſician, who, 
Judging his caſe to be a conſumption, put him 
under a courſe of aſs's milk, &c. &c. for a 
conſiderable time, but growing every day 
worſe and worſe, he was ordered a change of 
air, and removed into another county. Find- 
ing however no greater relief from the alte- 
ration of air, than he had before experienced 
from medicine; he began to deſpair, and moſt 
| 1 earneſtly wiſhed for his diſſolution. Fortu- 
| nately, an old acquaintance from town called 
ll to ſee him, and upon hearing ſome of his 
"nh ſymptoms ſtrongly urged him to become my 
1 patient, he accordingly did ſo, and was per- 
fectly cured in the ſpace of three months, 
ö merely by the uſe of alteratives. 


CASE 


E 


A ern! on the town applied to me upon the 
tenth of November, 1778, and ſaid ſhe ſup- 
poſed it would be neceſſary for her to undergo 
a thorough repair, not having been free from 
infection for a conſiderable time; her ſymp- 
toms then were, an ulcer in the throat, a 
"foul eruption on the abdomen, a brace of 
ſmall buboes, and a great diſcharge of acrid 
matter from the pudendum. As ſhe was ex- 
tremely anxious to have the buboes diſperſed, 
I told her that no time ſhould be loſt, and 
conſequently adviſed the immediate uſe of 
medicine; ſhe replied that-it muſt be deferred 
till next day, as her miſtreſs expected much 
company that evening, and had engaged her 
to one gentleman in particular, with whom 
ſhe was to ſleep that night, his name having 
been entered in the book for that purpoſe 
ſome days ſince; and for which he had paid 
the uſual retaining fee.---I was not ſurpriſed 
at this account, ſimilar ones having occurred 
before, and particularly this inſtance; a friend 
of mine, an officer in the army, made appli- 


cation to a lady Abbeſs to know on what 
G night 


. 
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night a particular nymph would be diſen- 


gaged ; after inſpecting her ledger, ſhe in- 
formed him that the lady was diſpoſed of for 
twenty-two nights, and if he pleaſed ſhe 
would take down his name for the twenty- 


third, upon paying the uſual compliment.--- 


But to return to my patient; the called upon 


me again the next day, and without any fur- 


ther delay entered upon a courſe of alteratives, 
by means of which her health was perfect! 


; 90 


re-eſtabliſhed in leſs than feven weeks. She 


was under great apprehenſions leſt the bu- i 


boes ſhould ſuppurate and occaſion ſcars, but 


was ſoon made eaſy on that head, as they 


diſperſed very kindly in a few days, the other 
ſymptoms gradually diſappeared, and in little 
more than three weeks ſhe thought herſelf 
well, it was therefore with ſome difficulty 
that ſhe could be perſuaded to continue the 
medicines a ſhort time longer, in order to 
confirm the cure. 


KW 


. 


A MECHANIC in Weſtminſter, being em- 


ployed in the houſe of a nobleman, became 


acquainted 
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acquainted with the lady's oh and after 
many entreaties, perſuaded her to grant him the 
Jaſt favour ; in the ſpace of a fortnight however, 
he was fully convinced of the impropriety 
of the connection, being at that time obliged 
to commence my patient, on account of a 
large chancre ſeated on the anterior part of 
the ſcrotum; it was the moſt malign that 
ever came under my inſpeCtion, being in 
ſize equal to a ſhilling, and had the appear- 


ance of an eſchar, produced by ſome potential 


cautery ; the edges were hard and thick, and 
the ſcrotum around it much inflamed. The 


urethra, and every other part of the penis 


had entirely eſcaped the infection; from 
which circumſtance he did not ſuſpe& the 
nature of his complaint, till the inguinal 
glands enlarged and became painful. Proper 
externals and a courſe of anti- venereals effected 
a cure in thirty-two days. 


S AS E Nl. 


AB our two years ago, a lady applied 


to me in conſequence of a fore throat, 


which had for ſome weeks been extremely 
Hcl G 2 troubleſome, 
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troubleſome, notwithſtanding the variety of 
gargariſms, &c. that had been uſed in ex- 


pectation of its removal. Upon inſpecting 


her throat, I pronounced the ulceration there 
to be venereal, and was confirmed in that 
opinion, when ſhe informed me, that her reſt 


of late had been greatly diſturbed by nocturnal 


head-achs ; ſhe however was at the ſame time 
entirely at a loſs to account for theſe ſymp- 
toms, the pudendum having never been diſ- 
eaſed. The infection, I ſaid, had in this caſe 
moſt probably been conveyed by the tongue, 
and therefore I deſired to know whether ſhe 


| had kiſſed /columbatim ; to which ſhe an- 


ſwered in the affirmative, and jocoſely obſer- 
ved, that ſuch conſequences might be added 
to the many other cogent reaſons for keeping 
that member within its proper limits. She 
then entered upon a courſe of alterants, and 
was cured in about five weeks. 


Tux infection may be communicated like- 
wiſe by contaminated ſemen, without injur- 
ing the pudendum in its paſſage to the uterus, 
from whence its poiſonous particles may be 
abſorbed, and by means of the lymphatics 


conveyed 


\ 
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conveyed to the N and thereby to every 
part of the body. 


» 


G vat; 


A GENTLEMAN in the vicinity of London, 
about five years ſince, conſulted me upon the 
ill-ſtate of health which himſelf and lady at 
that time laboured under, He informed 
me of his having led a very irregular life for 
ſome years previous to matrimony, that he 
had been frequently diſeaſed, and recollected 
having had chancres a few weeks before his 
marriage, which being removed by mercurial 
ointment and cathartics, at length he was 
ſuppoſed to be cured, and ſoon after entered 
into the holy ſtate ; in about five months his * 
wife was thought to be pregnant from the 
ſuppreſſion of the menſtrual evacuation, and 
the family felicitated themſelves thereupon 
but the other concomitant ſymptoms not at- 
tending in proper - time, the parties were 
greatly diſappointed, and particularly ſo, to 
find that in lieu thereof, the lady's health as 
well as that of her huſband, was evidently 
on the decline, A flow fever, want of appe- 


tite, 


K 


bits, ſtrength, and ſpirits ſoon after ſi ucceeded, 

together with that of ſleep in the night, bes 
ing generally drowſy in the day time, Me- 
dicines of various kinds had been admi- 
niſtered without producing the deſired effect; 

the gentleman had an eruption upon his breaſt 
and other parts of the body, which was en- 
couraged by the faculty, in expectation of its 
being critical; they were howeyer, greatly 
miſtaken, as none of the other ſymptoms 
diſappeared in conſequence of it. The lady 
ſtill continued in a very languid ſtate: not- 
withſtanding the number and variety of me- 
dical preſcriptions. In this unhappy ſitua- 
tion they remained for ſome weeks, when an 
old bottle companion paid the gentleman a 
viſit, and obſerving ſome of the eruption on 


his forehead, faid, © I'll be d--m--d if you've 


not got a corona yeneris, your caſe has been 


moſt egregiouſly miſtaken ; pray loſe no more 


time, and give me leave to ſend my ſurgeon 


to you;” he acquieſced, and I waited upon 
Him the next morning, when I found that 
| his diſeaſe was moſt evidently venereal from 
many other ſymptoms, as well as the erup- 
tion which was of the true copper colour. 


5 3 Upon 
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Upon examining the lady, her Kin in ſome 


places appeared rather diſcoloured, (as if na- 


ture was labouring to throw off part of the 
noxious humour that way, but wanted ſtrength 


to effect it) and ſhe had likewiſe every ſymp- * 


tom of a pocky heQick. . The diſeaſe had 
been communicated to her entirely by the 
contaminated ſemen of the man, without its 
having done the leaſt injury to the vagina, or 
any other part of the pudendum. After hays 
ing made the neceſſary enquiries, I recom- 
mended a courſe of alteratives to both man 
and wife, by the uſe of which, in leſs than 
two months they were perfectly cured, as ap- 
pears at this time by the healthineſs of their 
offspring. The lady became pregnant about 
two months after leaving off the medicines, 
and has borne ſeveral children fince. Had 
this gentleman adopted the falutary plan pur- 
ſued by ſome of our modern debauchees, 


prior to entering into the connubial ſtate, all 


the foregoing diſagreeables would have been 
prevented. This prudent plan or meaſure, 
is nothing more than going through a ſhort 
courſe of alteratives; which in many in- 


ſtances mult be highly neceſſary, particularly 
after 
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after a ſeries of irregularities and a variety 


of infections, which throu gh negle& or im- 


proper treatment, may be productive o great 
miſchief in future. 


Tux inefficacy of a firſt or ſecond ſaliva- 
tion occurring ſo very frequently, I do not 
think thoſe caſes worthy of inſertion here, I 
ſhall therefore immediately proceed to the re- 
lation of ſuch as have withſtood three, four 
or five repetitions of that foul proceſs. 


n VOL 
In the year 177 5, a gentleman in the city 


of London put himſelf under my care, on 
account of a confirmed pox, with which he 
had been infected ſome years, notwithſtand- 
ing three ſalivations, and long courſes of the 
| ſolution of corroſive ſublimate and ſarſaparilla 
decoctions.— He gave the following parti- 
culars of his caſe ; that he contracted the in- 
fection in the year 1769, which at that time 
manifeſted itſelf in a clap and chancres; his 
ſurgeon adminiſtered medicines for eight or 


nine weeks, and then diſmiſſed him as cured. 
f In 
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In the courſe of a few months a foul erup- 
tion overſpread his body, and ulcers formed 
in his throat; he again applied to the ſur- 


geon, who adviſed falivation, and ſoon after 


put him in a courſe of ſpitting for ſome 
weeks, and then pronounced his cure to be 
radical. In leſs than ſix months the diſeaſe 
re-appeared, but with much greater malignity 
than before: the ulcer in the throat broke 
out afreſh, with the addition of two in the 
noſe, which ſoon ſwelled to ſuch a degree, 
as to obſtruct in ſome meaſure the ſight of 
the left eye, and he was deprived of reſt by 
nocturnal pains. Thus circumſtanced, he 
employed another ſurgeon, who alſo ſalivated 
him; the ſpitting he ſaid was continued above 
three weeks longer than in the preceding ſa- 
livation, after which he was aflured by his 
medical friend, that the diſeaſe was perfectly 
removed. Buſineſs ſome months afterwards 
required his taking a journey into the North, 
where he was alarmed with the return of 
ſome of his former ſymptoms, nocturnal 
pains, &c. During his reſidence in the coun- 


try, he took a great deal of mercury in various 


forms and preparations for ſeveral weeks; 
H which 


. 1 50 ] 

which proving to be merely palliative, he 

returned to town and conſulted another ſur- 
| geon, who recommended a third falivation ; 
this he did not very readily agree to, having 
experienced its inefficacy twice before. How- 
ever, being informed that it was the dernier 
reſource, and at the ſame time entertaining 
a very high opinion of the abilities and inte- 
grity of his ſurgeon, he at length conſented 
to be ſalivated a third time; when a copious 
ſpitting was continued for a conſiderable time, 
as long as it could with any degree of either 
ſafety or propriety be purſued. 


Hz was attended likewiſe by a phyſician, 


who, with the ſurgeon, declared that the diſ- 


eaſe was entirely vanquiſhed, and that nothing 
more was neceſſary than pure air and nutri- 
tious diet to recruit his ſtrength, and finally 
complete the cure. Indeed they were, he 
ſaid, quite poſitive as to the ſucceſs of this 
laſt falivation, the ſymptoms having given 
way fo readily, and the proceſs in every te- 
ſpect been ſo ſatisfactorily conducted through - 
out. The patient acquieſced in the prog- 
noſtic, and without further delay removed 

| into 
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into the country for the benefit of air, 
&c. This pleaſing deluſion laſted not many 
months, for he had the mortification to per- 
ceive that ſome of the ſymptoms of his old 


diſoder were gradually coming forward again; 


he thereupon conſulted his phyſician once 


more, by whoſe direction he took ſublimate 


ſolution and ſarſaparilla for ſome months; 
theſe medicines afforded him only a temporary 
relief, and were not attended with better 
ſacceſs than the three ſalivations which had 
preceded them, as evidently appeared not 
many months after by a return of the diſeaſe. 
His patience as well as conſtitution was by 
this time nearly exhauſted; inſomuch that 
he frequently declared, no one ſhould ever 
perſuade him to make any further trial of 
medicine, it having ſo repeatedly proved fal- 
lacious. The diſeaſe however becoming al- 


moſt inſupportable, he was prevailed upon to 


make one effort more for its remoyal: in 
conſequence of which he became my patient 
at the time above-mentioned, when he had 
ſeveral foul ulcers on the back, two in his 
noſe, one on the cheek, and another behind 


the right car; his head was almoſt covered 
H 2 with 


| 
| 
| 
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with ſcabs, as was likewiſe the ſcrotum: from 
all theſe iflued ſuch nauſeous effluvia, that 
his neareſt relations and friends could not re- 
main in the fame room with him long at a 
time. Pains in his head and limbs prevented 
him from ſleeping, except towards morning 
or in the day. His appetite, ſtrength and 
ſpirits were ſo much reduced; that he deſ- 
paired of relief from any thing but a total 
diſſolution. After having attentively given 
ear to this melancholy detail of repeated diſ- 
appointments, and examined the ulcers, &c. 


and made the proper enquiries relative to his 


former habit of body, or natural tempera- 
ment previous to the diſeaſe, I declared as 
my opinion, that he might be cured by alte- 
ratives, if of the moſt powerful kind, and 
regularly perſevered in for ſome weeks. He 
aſſented, though not without firſt obſerving, 
that by this time he had entirely loſt all faith 
in medicine. I prepared for him ſtrong de- 


coctions of the woods, and likewiſe alterative 
pills, and deſired him to take them in ſuch 


doſes, and as repeatedly as the ſtrength of his 
ſtomach would admit of. Relying ſolely on 
the effects of internals, I applied no other 


_—dreſling 


E893 


dreſſing to the ulcers than dry lint through- 
out the whole time. I recommended diet of 
the moſt nutritious kind, and that it ſhould 
be taken in ſmall quantities, frequently re- 
peated, by reaſon of the very weak ſtate to 
which the diſeaſe and reiterated ſalivations 
had reduced him. In little better than a 
week, the nocturnal pains. entirely left him, 
the ſcabs ſoon after fell off, and the ulcers 
were in good condition; his appetite and ſpi- 
rits daily encreaſed, inſomuch that he thought 
himſelf well in leſs than a month, the ulcers 
being all healed, and every ſymptom of the 
diſeaſe having by that time diſappeared. Not- 
withſtanding which, I judged it neceſſary to 
continue the medicines a month longer, to 
prevent a relapſe. My patient had no ob- 
jection to perſevere in the uſe of them for any 
length of time, having already experienced 
ſuch ſalutary effects; which, with great plea- 
ſure he contraſted to thoſe of the methods he 
had formerly purſued ; inſtead of being con- 
fined to his chamber, and undergoing one of 
the greateſt puniſhments (as he expreſſed it) 
in the power of the faculty to inflict, namely, 
that nauſeous proceſs a falivation, he had 


enjoyed 


13 
enjoyed moderate exerciſe in the open air every 
day the whole time he was under cure, and 


experienced an encreaſe of appetite, ſtrength 


and ſpirits in proportion to the time of uſing 
the medicines; and as a proof of their not 
being unpleaſant, he conſtantly drank the 
apozem at meals, and at other times when 
thirſty. Thus was he radically cured in the 
ſpace of two months, having never experi- 


enced any return of the complaint, as he not 


— 


long ſince informed me. 


EF 5: AA; 


THREE years ſince, a merchant in Weſt- 
minſter employed me to extricate him from 
the following difagrecables; nodes on the 


ſhins, an ulcer in the throat, nocturnal pains, 


and a ſcabby eruption on his body, which 
from its ſtench was extremely offenſive. He 
was much emaciated, and had little or no ap- 
petite. I deſired to be informed of particu- 
lars, the date of the diſeaſe, in what manner 
it firſt appeared, and what methods had been 
uſed for its removal. To which he replied, 


that in the year 1772 he caught the infection, 
which 


ET: 


which made its firſt appearance in a bubo on 
the right groin, and was not preceded by ei- 
ther chancre or clap, nor had he ever been 
infected before. The tumor encreaſed very 
faſt and was extremely painful, his ſurgeon 
encouraged ſuppuration, and when that was 
complete, opened it by cauſtic. The diſ- 
charge continued upwards of three months, 
during which time he rubbed in large quan- 
tities of mercurial ointment, and was purged 
at intervals to prevent a fore mouth; and 
at the end of about fourteen weeks his cure 
was pronounced. In a few months however, 
the diſeaſe returned; ulcers having formed in 
the throat, accompanied with nocturnal pains 
in his head and limbs, for which he under- 
went a falivation, and was again ſuppoſed to 
have received a cure; but in leſs than fix 


months he was obliged to apply-once more to 
his ſurgeor, 


e diſeaſe having, re-appeared 
dition of a node on the left ſhin- 
bone; hes. was ſalivated a ſecond time, and 
was ſaid to Se perfectly cured. After ſome 
months the diſeaſe again appeared, when he 
employed another ſurgeon who perſuaded him. 
to make trial of ſalivation for the third time, 


©. 
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which affording only a temporary relief, he 
confulted- a phyſician, by whoſe direction he 
took medicines for ſeveral months, until the 
diſeaſe was thought to be removed ; being 
reduced by this proceſs to a very languid ſtate, 
country air and aſs's milk was recommended, 
but they had not the deſired effect; for ſoon 
after the diſcontinuance of anti- venereals, he 
gradually relapſed into his former ſituation. 
His medical friends being again conſulted, 
they ſtrongly urged the neceſſity of a fourth 
falivation, as the only probable means of ſuc- 
ceeding ; by this time he entertained no very 
high opinion of falivation, but being almoſt 
worn out with pain and diſappointment, he 


agreed to it with this proviſo, that it ſhould 


be carried to ſuch a degree, as to terminate in 
the perfect re-eſtabliſhment of his health, or 
in the grand cure of all mortal complaints. 
To humour him they acquieſced in the pro- 
poſal, and he was ſalivated for the fourth time; 
the ſpitting they aſſured him was continued 


as long, and to as great a degree as his ſtrength 


poſſibly could admit of; and every circum- 
ſtance conſidered, they had not the leaſt reaſon 
to doubt but a radical cure would be the con- 

ſequence. 
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fequence. This deſireable prediction bow 
ever, was by no means verified, as evidently 
appeared in the courſe of a few months, the 
diſeaſe returning with ſeemingly accumulated 
virulence, which he obſerved to be the caſe 
after each of the preceding ſalivations. Hav- 
ing finiſhed the narrative, he deſired to be 
informed whether I could render him any 
ſervice, which he was induced to believe 
might happen, from ſome accounts he had 
lately heard of my having effected cures after 
the failure of repeated falivations. I told 
him that I had been ſucceſsful in that line, 
and notwithſtanding the obſtinacy of his diſ- 
eaſe, I entertained ſome hopes of relieving 
him. After ſome further converſation, he 
deſired me to adminiſter what I thought pro- 
per, and that he would ſtrictly obſerve my. 
directions in every reſpect. Accordingly, I 
recommended a courſe of alteratives; and at 
the ſame time the moſt nutritious diet, with 
moderate exerciſe in the open air, to be fre- 
quently repeated, proportionably to his en- 
creaſe of ſtrength. Within the firſt fortnight 
I ſent him three times to a bagnio,, in order 
both to cleanſe the ſkin and promote perſpi- 

| I ration. 
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ration. By theſe means he obtained a per- 


fect cure in the ſpace of ten weeks, and has 
remained healthy ever ſince. 


j 
| 
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CAS E XX. 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Cornwall, 
four years ago, put himſelf under my care, 
his caſe was a confirmed pox, under which 
he had laboured near eight years, the ſymp- 
toms at times having been palliated by five 
falivations, and a variety of medicines. Upon 
my requeſting to be informed of every par- 
ticular relative to his complaint, he told me, 

that being a man of few words, he never 
dealt in long narrations, of which his caſe 
would prove one if given in detail; he ſhould 
therefore mention a few of the moſt material 


ſmall compaſs. He ſaid, That about eight 
years before, he contracted a ſmall chancre 
on the penis near the frænum, which his 
ſurgeon healcd in a few days by the uſe of 
mercurials both externally and internally. A 
ſhort time after, a bubo formed in the groin; 

it ſuppurated, was opened by cauſtic, and, 
be after 


circumſtances, and wrap them up in very 
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e 
N 


* 


C 39. 1 
after diſcharging ſame weeks, healed; he 


took medicines fix or eight weeks, and was 
ſaid to be cured. In the courſe of a few 
months he was vilited by an ulcer in the 
throat, nodes, and nocturnal pains. In fine, 
the inveteracy of his diſeaſe was ſuch, that, 
from the time above-mentioned, to that in 
which he was ſpeaking, it had withſtood five 
falivations, and great quantities of different 
medicines adminiſtered between each of them : 
and (as he expreſſed it) had he not had the 
conſtitution of a horſe, the diſeaſe or the 
methods uſed for its removal, muſt in that 
length of time have deſtroyed him; but 
thanks to heaven, his ſtamina were naturally 
of the ſtrongeſt kind. He was now quite 
_ emaciated and worn down with nocturnal 
pains in his head, limbs, &c. There were 
three nodes on his ribs, and a large ulcer 
on the head, from whence ſeveral pieces of 
bone had exfoliated, and many more were fo 
looſe as to require extraction ſoon after he be- 
came my patient; this opening had been 
made by a cauſtic, for the purpoſe of diſ- 
charging a large collection of matter. Theſe 
were his ſymptoms at the time he made ap- 
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plication to me; and notwithſtanding che 
meaſures hitherto adopted had ſucceeded no 


better than as mere palliatives, I deſpaired not 
of removing the diſeaſe; having ſo frequently 
experienced the powerful effects of alterants 
in the moſt confirmed caſes, where many 
repeated ſalivations had proved abortive. This 


_ gentleman acquired a radical cure in three 


months by the uſe of alteratives ; had the ex- 
foliations been completed ſooner, 1 ſhould not 
have given him the medicines ſo long. 


CA S-3 XXI. 


=, In the year 1777, a gentleman from the 


county of York, came up to town to be un- 
der my care. He had been afflited with a 
venereal complaint almoſt ever ſince his birth, 
by means of an infected nurſe, whoſe foul 
milk ſo gradually affected him, that ſome 
weeks elapſed before his parents were able to 


account for his declining ſtate of health; 


happily however, the cauſe was diſcovercd, 
and a check put to the rapid progreſs of the 


diſeaſe, by means of anti-venereals. The 
growth however of the child was much 
impeded, - 


1 
impeded, as the medicines though continued 
a long time had only palliated the ſymptoms, 
and ſaved the life of the patient. When he 
conſulted me, his age did not exceed twenty 
years, he carried but little fleſh, and was low 
in ſtature, although his parents were the re- 
verſe. Foul eruptions frequently infeſted 
many parts of his body, and ſometimes af- 
forded a "temporary relief from the achs 
and pains which he generally at other times 
experienced, His eyes were extremely weak, 
and often ſo much effected by this acrid hu- 
mour, as to be threatened with a loſs of ſight. 
The infection having been thus deeply rooted 
in the conſtitution, and in a manner inter- 
woven with it from his infancy, I entertained 
very ſlender hopes of totally eradicating it; 
this opinion I communicated to my patient, 
who, nevertheleſs, entered 'very chearfully 
upon a courſe of my medicines, which ſome 
of his acquaintance had frequently given him a 
very favourable account of. In the ſpace of 
three weeks he acquired a good appetite; the 
cutaneous eruptions gradually gave way, as 
did likewiſe the pains in his limbs, &c. he 
daily improved in ſtrength and ſpirits, and at 

the 
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the end of three months appeared to be in 
high health, and was grown fat. By my ad- 
vice he continued the medicines three months 
longer, and was then perfectly cured. Let 
this, amongſt many other ſimilar inſtances, 
ſerve as a caution to parents how they entruſt 
their infant offspring to mercenaries. Other 
acrid humours may often be derived from the 
ſame unhappy ſource. 


3 


A TRA DESMAN in Weſtminſter, about two 
years and a half ſince, became my patient, to- 
gether with his wife and child, who, at that 


time, were all infected with the venereal diſ- 


eaſe: the man had a copper- coloured erup- 
tion on his body, and an ulcer in the throat; 


the woman a bubo in the right groin, and 


nocturnal pains; and the child a venereal 
eruption which overſpread the greateſt part 
of its body. This complicated ſcene of diſ- 
treſs took its riſe from the huſband, who in- 
formed me, that nine or ten months before, 
he had made an imprudent connection; 
twelve days after which, a ſmall ulceration 


(a com- 
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(a common excoriation he ſuppoſed it to 
be, though in reality a chancre ©) made its 
appearance on the glans penis, near the fræ- 
num; not ſuſpecting it to be venereal, he ap- 
plied a piece of dry lint or cotton, which 
healed it in a few days. On examining the 
part, I found, that notwithſtanding it had 
ſkinned over fo readily, there yet remained a 
ſmall colloſity, from which all this miſchief 
had originated. In the courſe of a few months 
he had reaſon to ſuſpect himſelf to be in- 
fected, and a ſhort time after the mortifica- 
tion to find that he had communicated the 
diſeaſe to his wife, from whoſe milk it was 
conveyed to the child alſo. An enlargement 
of the inguinal gland was the firſt venereal 
ſymptom that attacked the woman, none of 
the neighbouring parts having been at all af- 
fected; we may therefore conclude, that ſhe 
received the infection from the contaminated 
ſemen of the man. The family ſurgeon and/ 
apothecary having for ſome time adminiſtered 
medicines without the defired effect; I was 


—— — 


— 
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Buy the patient's account not much larger than a 
pin's head. | 


thereupon 


„„ 
thereupon called in, and found the parties in 
the ſituation as above deſcribed. The child 
at this time was not more than twelve months 
old, conſequently very little ſucceſs could be 
expected from the application of medicine 
immediately to the infant itſelf, for, let the 
preparation be ever ſo palatable to the taſte, 
or gentle in its effects, a ſufficient quantity 
would not be taken to eradicate a diſeaſe of 
this kind. Therefore, I defired the mother 
to continue ſuckling her child, that the re- 
medy might be conveyed to it through the 
fame channel that had communicated the 
diſeaſe ; for this purpoſes I immediately put 
her under a courſe of alteratives, of which 
ſhe could take only ſmall doſes on account 
of the infant, whereby the cure was protrac- 
ted to near four months, at which period I 
had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing both mother 
and child perfectly freed from this loathſome 
diſeaſe. The man's health was re-eſtabliſhed 
in half the time that had been requifite for 
the cure of his wife and child, by reaſon of 
his taking the medicines in their ſull doſes. 


I covr.D mention ſeveral caſes ſimilar to 
the foregoing ones, was I not of opinion, 


3 that 


65 1 
' that they will elucidate the ſubject as well 
as ten times their number. 


N. B. Ix the treatment of chancres; their 
calloſity ſhould be removed as expeditiouſly 
as poſſible, to prevent the ill effects of ab- 
ſorption which will otherwiſe enſue. 


' ExcortAaTions on the glans penis and præ- 

putium of men, and on the labia pudendi, 
vagina, &c. of women, have very frequently 
been treated in the moſt erroneous manner; 
ſome that were truly venereal, have been totally , 
neglected, whilſt others that aroſe from very 
different cauſes, have been ſo carefully at- 
tended to, as almoſt to endanger the life of 
the patient; by the application of ſtrong mer- 
curials, draſtic purges, &c. Nor are inſtances 
wanting, of perſons having been falivated on 
the like occaſion. 


PROPHYLACTICS. 


HAvins treated hitherto on curatives only, 
let us now beſtow a few thoughts upon pre- 
ventives. The doctrine of prevention, altho' 


K it 


[ 66 ] 

it may not be coeval. with the diſeaſe, is ne- 
vertheleſs of conſiderable antiquity : for the 
accompliſhment of ſo deſirable a purpoſe, a 
great variety of methods have been propoſed; 
many of them are to the higheſt degree ab- 
ſurd, and a few only that bear even the ſem- 
blance of probability, particularly amongſt 
thoſe recommended by the ancients. During 
my attendance at the lectures of medical pro- 
feſſors ſeveral years ſince, I have frequently 
been much entertained at the ingenuity with 
which this ſubject has been handled. One 
of theſe gentlemen has ſtrongly contended, 
that a mucilaginous or oleaginous application 

is the only topical one that can be depended 
upon; and in ſupport of this opinion, expa- 
tiated on the power of emollient, and 
unctuous remedies in correcting or counter- 
acting the moſt acrid and corroſive ſubſtan- 
ces, by blunting their ſpicula, and ſheathing 
the acute angles, &c. thereof. Another pro- 
feflor perhaps equally learned, and probably, 
not inferior to the former in experience, in- 
fiſts, that a ſtrong alkali is the only thing 
which can effect this grand deſideratum, and 
for this reaſon, that in order to expel the ve- 
neral 
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nereal virus as expeditiouſly as poſſible, no- 
thing will be ſo likely to anſwer that pur- 
poſe, as a medicine of this kind, which im- 
mediately ſtimulates the glands to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to produce à very copious ſecretion 
of their fluids, and thereby diſlodge the 
enemy without either impediment or de- 
lay. With equal plauſibility, acids have been 
recommended by ſome, and ſpirits by others; 
not conſidering that the pain, &c. ariſing 
therefrom, would frequently injure as much, 


and perhaps ſometimes more, than the diſeaſe 


which they were intended to guard againſt, 


VERY numerous have been the advocates 
for mercurial preparations, whilſt ſeveral have 
given the preference to thoſe of lead. Every 
man of experience, however, muſt acknow- 
ledge that theories in general (how ſpecious 
ſoever they may appear) are, the major part 
of them, extremely defective, when put to the 
teſt. I have myſelf ſeen a number of va- 
rious experiments made on the preſent ſub- 
Jet; indeed, the line of practice in which 
for many years I have been materially engaged, 


has enabled me to proſecute an enquiry of 
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this kind to as great an extent as moſt men; 
and after all, I am perſuaded that very gentle 
ſtimulants will anſwer the purpoſe more ef- 
fectually than applications of any other ſort; 
I am led to be of ſuch an opinion from the 
very great ſucceſs that has attended this mode 
of preſervation for ſeveral years paſt ; thoſe 

of my patients who haye made the pro- 
per and timely uſe of a compoſition of this 
kind, have not been infected, I believe; once 
in fifty times upon an average : which, con- 
ſidering all circumſtances, is as much as can 
be reaſonably expected. Were I to aſſert that 
any medicine or preparation is infallible, I 
ſhould. pay no great compliment to the under- 
ſtanding of my readers, by advancing ſo pal- 
pable a falſchood; ſuffice it to obſerve, that 
ſome of my friends entertain the higheſt opi- 
nion of this compaſition, from the great and 
repeated riſks they have ran for many months 
ſucceſſively, without receiving the leaſt in- 
jury; notwithſtanding their ſometimes copu- 
lating with ſuch as they knew to be infeces 

at the time of action. 


To guard againſt the infection, ſome prac- 
4itioners have thought it ſufficient to adviſe 
the 
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the application of unctuous or other ſubſtances 


to the glans penis, in order to obſtra& or 
cloſe up the abſorbent veſſels or pores thereof, 
being of opinion, that the enemy always gets 
admiſſion that way: in oppoſition to ſuch 
doctrine, be it remembered, that chancres fre- 
quently fix upon other parts of the penis, and 
ſometimes attack the ſcrotum and its vici- 
nities, from which buboes have enſued, as 
appears in ſome of the foregoing caſes. 


% 


Or gleets iſſuing from the urethra, there 
are two ſpecies upon which I propoſe making 
ſome obſervations ; namely, the yenereal gleet, 
and the ſeminal one. The former is the diſ- 
charge which ſucceeds a clap; in other wordE, 
the running that continues after the removal 


of infection; this diſeaſe. ariſes from the ure- 


thral ulcerationsnot having been healed in pro- 


per time, which may be occaſioned by various 


means; for inſtance, by too frequent repeti- 
tions of ſtrong cathartics; by unctuous appli- 
cations long continued; by acrimonious hu- 
mours; in fine, by any thing which relaxes 


to 
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to too great a degree, or for too long a conti- 


nuance. The cure is often protracted by the 
irregularity of the patient, who ſometimes 1 is 
| kind enough to impute it to the miſmanage- 
ment of his ſurgeon ; and on the other hand, 

it may ſo happen, as to be really the caſe, 
Some of the reaſons aſſigned for the diffi- 
culty of curing ulcers on the legs, will hold 
good in thoſe of the urethra; the ſituation of 
both aftording a depending orifice, or drain to 
the humours, which conſequently will very 
readily flow down thereto; and when Nature 
has been accuſtomed for a length of time to 
any pa rticular evacuation, or the outlet there- 
of, the flux of humours will there be very 
conſiderable, and the taſk of diverting them 
to any other channel will be proportionably 
difficult. Another diſagreeable circumſtance 
attending ulcerations of the urethra, is, the 
frequent flows of urine over them, which at 


times being highly acrimonious, muſt inter- 


rupt the digeſtion of the ulcers; and a part 
of it lodging in them, may corrode in ſome 


degree, unleſs prevented by proper topical ap- 


_ plications, which cannot here be conveyed in 


a more ſuitable form than that of injection. 
And 
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And even after the ulcers are healed, it will 
generally be found expedient to continue in- 
jection a week or ten days longer, to confirm 
the parts, and defend them from the urinous 
ſalts, which (ſhould this precaution be omit- 
ted) are ſometimes ſo acrid as to abrade the 
new ſkin, and make the ſores diſcharge afreſh · 
The ſame thing may happen when the urine 
is loaded with coarſe gravel or ſtones, which 
will ſoon deſtroy the tender cicatrix; and if 
neglected but for a few days, a fluxion of 
humours to the part may enſue, and muſt 
conſequently retard the cure. 


So high an opinion do I entertain of in- 
jections, that I will venture to affirm, that 
almoſt every gleet (unaccompanied with ca- 
runcles, or callous edges of thoſe ulcers from 
whence it proceeds) may be cured by injec- 
tion, provided the redundant acrimony (if 
there happened to be any) ſhall have been pre- 
viouſly corrected. Innumerable almoſt are 
the inſtances which might be produced in 
ſnpport of this opinion; a few only of the 
moſt remarkable ones will be here introduced 
to elucidate that point, —Gleets, attended with 


great 


OS 
Freat obſtructions in the urethra, occaſioned 
by carnoſities, caruncles; calloſities, funguſes, 
&c. (call them by what names you pleaſe) 
will generally require medicated bougies to 
remove them before we can expect a radical 
eure of the gleet. They will likewiſe be ne- 
ceſlary in the remoyal of ſtrictures, and the 
callous edges of old obſtinate ulcers in this 
part. As to the compoſition of bougies, great 
care muſt be had that nothing corroſive or 
very ſtimulating be introduced therein; on the 
contrary, it muſt conſiſt of the mildeſt di- 
geſtives; and when formed into bougies, 
muſt have a very even poliſhed ſurface, and 
be of ſuch temper or conſiſtence as readily to 
adapt themſelves to the curvatures; &c. of the 
urethra, and yet at the ſame time be endued 
with ſufficient ſtrength to make the neceſſary 
preſſure: The foregoing caution relative to 
the compoſition of bougies, cannot be too 
much inculcated, when we conſider the de- 
licate texture of the urethra and its extreme 
irritability : no two parts of the body, I pre- 
ſume, bear greater analogy in point of ſenſi- 
bility, than the urethra to the eye. In the 
management of bougies, more attention is 
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neceffary than people in general imagine; for 
inſtance, if too large a one be introduced, or 
too much force uſed, either an hæmorrhage 
(that very much alarms the patient, though in 
other reſpects not prejudicial) or an inflam - 
mation enſues, which muſt retard the cure, 
ſhould it produce no other diſagreeable ef- 
fect. The diſtention of theſe parts ought 
to be made very gradually for the reaſons 
above aſſigned, as well as to avoid the pain 17 
that muſt otherwiſe be occaſioned. If the | 1 
end of che bougie be ſuffered to preſs againſt 11104 
the neck of the bladder, it generally ftimu- 111) 4 
lates to ſuch a degree, as to produce a ſtran- 10 
gury. | — 1 

A LIGATURE of ſome kind ſhould always ih I 
| be affixed to a bougie, previous to, or im- 
mediately after its introduction, both to pre- 1 
vent it from ſlipping into the bladder, and to WE | 
retain it exactly in the proper ſituation. How | - 

ö 


long each bougie may be worn, will depend 
upon the irritation it occaſions ; it muſt not | 
remain in the urethra after it becomes painful, tt 
for reaſons very obvious. When the urethra 1 
has been habituated to them, they may be 

L retained | 
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retained the whole night, provided ſleep be 
not thereby prevented, or much interrupted. 
Antecedent to a courſe. of bougies, it will fre- 
quently be neceſlary to prepare the parts with 
a cooling injection, and to repeat it during 
the uſe of them, as ſoon as the leaſt ſymptom 
of inflammation makes its appearance. Gen- 
tle aperients at this time may likewiſe be ſer- 

viceable, ſuch as lenitive electary, ſulphur, 
magneſia, &c. Moderate exerciſe, and a to- 
tal abſtinence from acids and ſtrong liquors 
muſt alſo be enjoined. As to the length of 
time which may be proper to continue the 
uſe of bougies, that muſt depend upon the 
degree of obſtruction in the paſſage, and the 
irritability thereof, together with the patient's 
habit of body, and many other circumſtances. 
It will not I believe be diſputed, that there 
may be the abuſe, as well as proper uſe of 
bougies, for ſhould they be continued long 
after the diſappearance of diſcharge, a freſh 
running will be. produced, by the very means 
employed to remove the old one; they are 
not, however, to be left off abruptly Nit 
muſt be done gradatim, leſt the cicatrix ſhould 
exceed its due bounds, and thereby leflen the 
| diameter 
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diameter of the urethra. Men ſometimes 
want patience under a courſe of bougie ; but 
the time may be greatly ſhortened by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of proper injections. Many inſtances 
indeed have occurred, where .injection has 
performed a cure after bougie, and every other 
remedy has proved ineffectual. Such im- 
provement has of late been made in this re- 
ſpect, that I do not find it neceſſary to uſe half 
the number of bougies which I. formerly did, 
cures now being effected in ſo much leſs time. 


Sao: 


In the month of March, 1777, I was ap- 
plied to "ah gentleman of fortune in the 
county of Derby, who had laboured under 
a venereal gleet for more than fix years; in 
the courſe of which time he had employed 
ſeveral of the faculty in his own neighbour- 
hood, and had made journies to town for the 
opinions and preſcriptions of ſome eminent 
ones in the metropolis, in conſequence where- 
of, he had uſed a variety of medicines both 
external and internal, which afforded him 
only a temporary relief ; the diſcharge gene- 
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rally returning in ten days or a fortnight after- 
wards. The diſeaſe commenced, he ſaid, in the 
year 1770, when he contracted a clap, for the 
cure of which, his ſurgeon had purged him 
pretty britkly, and uſed a conſiderable quan- 
tity of mercurial ointment, until the infec- 
tion was ſuppoſed to be removed ; then, bal- 
ſamics, aſtringents, &c. &c. were adminiſ- 
tered ; and he afterwards uſed the cold bath 
for ſeveral weeks ſucceſſively. All theſe ex- 
pedients however proved merely palliative, 
as the complaint conſtantly returned ſoon 
after their diſcontinuance. The diſcharge 
was copious and of a deep yellow colour; 
deſired permiſſion to examine the urethra 
with a bougie, he readily aſſented, but ob- 
ſerved that bougies would be of no ſervice to 
him, having uſed them upwards of eleven 
months without any good effect; I informed 
him that I did not propoſe his wearing them, 
unleſs there ſhould he a very material ob- 


nation not being the caſe, I recommended 
alteratives and an aſtringent injection, the 
former to be continued three weeks or a 
month, and the latter, double that time 


with 


ſtruction in the paſſage; which upon exami- 


, 
| 
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with moderate exerciſe, and a ſtrict abſtinence 144 
from acids of every kind: and at the ſame [| 
time to keep his body ſolutive with ſulphur 1 
or magneſia alba. By theſe means he was ra- 
dically cured in the ſpace of two months, 
and has remained well ever ſince, as he per- 
ſonally informed me in the month of January, 


1780. 


* 


C AS B WV. 


ABouT two years ſince, a gentleman in 
Weſtminſter applied to me for the removal 
of a gleet, which had troubled him twelve 
years; during that time, he had at intervals 
taken a great deal of medicine, and of various 
kinds. One remarkable circumſtance attend- 
ing this caſe, was, that notwithſtanding the 
very long continuance of the running, no 
carnoſities or obſtructions of any ſort had 
formed in the urethra, which I aſcertained 
by the introduction of a bougie, previous to 
delivering any opinion upon it; when finding 

the paſlage perfectly clear, I told my patient 
that his complaint in all probability might 
be removed without much difficulty, pro— 


a vided 
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vided he would live temperately, and adhere 
ſtrictly to the rules I ſhould preſcribe; 
namely, to avoid acids, ſtrong liquors, and 
violent exerciſe; and regularly to uſe every 
night and morning a ſyringeful of injec- 
tion. Theſe he did; and was perfectly cured 
in the courſe of three months. 


n 


A NoBLE Lord, in the month of May, 1778, 
ſent for me, on account of a gleet attended 
with a ſmall obſtruction in the urethra : he 
informed me that his diſorder was of four 
years ſtanding, and had reſiſted every means 
preſcribed for its remoyal ; that he had taken 
a variety of medicines, been once falivated, 
and had uſed bougies. The diſcharge was 
thin, yellow, and copious, unaccompanied 
with either pain or inflammation. As his 
Lordſhip was of a good habit of body, I 
did not preſcribe any internal remedies, but 
truſted wholly to injection, which in the ſpace 
of ſix weeks effected a radical cure, 


N. B. TnE 


E 
N. B. Tur ſame regimen was obſerved as 


in the preceding caſe, and the injection was 
uſed three times each day. 


4 


A STATIONER in Weſtminſter, three years 
ago, applied to me, in conſequence of a gleet 
with a ſmall caruncle in the urinary canal, 
which complaint he had laboured under up- 
wards of five years, and during that time had 
uſed various medicines, but they had all 
proved ineffectual: he was however, perfectly 
cured in leſs than two months, merely by the 
uſe of injection. 


aF XXVII. 


I was conſulted about two years ſince by 
a coal-merchant in the county of Middleſex, 
who had then contracted a virulent gonorrhæa, 
in addition to an old gleet with which he had 
been troubled for ſome years. He expreſſed 
much concern at this accident, imagining 
that the gleet would be a great impediment 
to the cure of the gonorrhæa; but I ſoon 


made 


E 


made him eaſy on that head, by obſerving, 
that probably both complaints would be re- 
moved at the ſame time, as I had very fre- 
quently been fortunate enough to cure clap 
and gleet both together: and indeed it fo 
happened in this caſe, at the end of five 
weeks, by means of injection and an alterative 
apozem. 


J SONS =». | OS, 


| ABouT ſeventeen months ago, an Itiſh 
Peer became my patient ; his caſe was a ve- 
nereal gleet, with which he had been afflicted 
many years : bougies as well as internal me- 
_ dicines had been repeatedly uſed without ſuc- 
' cels. Upon examination I found a ſmall 
carnoſity in the urethra, from which iſſued a 
moderate quantity of yellow matter. I pro- 
poſed injection, but he at firſt objected to it, 
alledging his having tried it without effect; 
not conſidering (as I obſerved to him) that 
the compoſition of injections were as likely to 
vary as that of any other remedy. I likewiſe 
related to him ſome inſtances wherein that 
mode of cure had been particularly ſucceſsful | 
3 after 
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after every other had proved the reverſe. He 
thereupon agreed to put it once more to the 
teſt, but was obliged to defer it for a few weeks 
on account of a long journey he was the next 
day to ſet out upon. In the courſe of a month 
his lordſhip returned, and then informed me 
that my attendance was doubly neceſſary 
to him; having, on the journey, added a clap 
to the old diſorder. The running was plen- 
tiful, and accompanied with a heat of urine 
and chordee. 


_ 

T 1MMEDIATELY recommended the uſe of 
injection and a few alterative pills, which, 
with a proper regimen, perfectly cured him 
of both clap and gleet in the ſpace of thirty- 
two days. 


From the number of caſes that I have 
ſeen ſimilar to the preceding ones, where a 
freſh infection has been engrafted upon an 
old gleet, and the little/ difficulty generally 
experienced in removing both together, I am 
led to believe, that in many inſtances, the ſti- 


mulus produced by the venereal virus, has fre- 


quently contributed to accelerate the cure of 
the gleet; and particularly ſo, when it fixes 
M immediately 


F 
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immediately upon the old ulcer; whoſe cal- 


lous edges may thus be removed more ſpeedily 
perhaps than by any other means. 


A very ſtriking inſtance of this kind will 
be found in the ſubſequent caſe: 


„ 


Fou years fince, a linen-draper in the 
city, after having ineffectually employed ſe- 
veral gentlemen of the faculty for the re- 
moval of a venereal gleet which had troubled 
him eight years, made application to me for 
the ſame purpoſe. I examined the urethra 
with a bougie, and found very little obſtruc- 
tion therein; I then enquired into the dif- 
ferent methods of cure that had been adopted 
by his other ſurgeons, to which he replied, 
that after. going through ſeveral mercurial 
courſes, taking a great quantity of balſamics, 
and uſing a variety of aſtringents internally as 
well as topically, bougies were at laſt recom- 
mended; and notwithſtanding the uninter- 
rupted application of them for ſome months, 
and the ſtricteſt regimen at the ſame time 


3 being 


( $91 
being obſerved, the diſeaſe full maintained 
its ground. Upon further enquiry, I found | | 
that my patient was a very temperate man, N 
and, :rither. of u cold phie Dantes 1 3! 
therefore judged that an alteration in his mode 
of living might be of uſe, and accordingly 
preſcribed half a pint of good port wine to 
be taken every day after dinner, and twice or 
thrice that quantity after ſupper. I likewiſe 
ordered an injection to be uſed night and 
morning, and a few internal alteratives. This 
plan was purſued for a fortnight or three 
weeks without producing any very material 
alteration in the diſeaſe ; his ſpirits and appe- 
tite however were greatly benefitted, inſomuch, 
that in the courſe of a week or ten days longer 
perſeverance therein, he was induced once 
more to pay his 4 at the ſhrine of Venus, 
and there again became a burnt- offering, having 
then acquired both clap and chancres. His 
reward for ſtealing fire (if it may be deemed 
a theft) differed widely from that which Pro- 
metheus experienced: for to his great joy 
and ſurpriſe, the old inveterate glect was ra- 
dically cured by the means uſed to remove 
the gonorrhœa and chancres, in the courſe of 
M 2 twenty- 


| [$4] 

twenty-nine days. It may be aſked, whether 
no ſuccedaneum can be invented to anſwer 
the purpoſe as well as venereal matter? To 
which I ſhould only give this anſwer, let 
future experiments and obſervations aſcertain 
that point, It may likewiſe be ſuggeſted, that 
the ſuppoſed advantages accruing from this 
freſh infection, do not abſolutely arife there- 
from, but from the medicines uſed in con- 
ſequence of it, which may ſo correct the la- 


tent acrimony of the blood and juices, as to 


was 


effect a cure merely by that circumſtance. 
My reply to this will be, that I have admi- 
niſtered the ſame kind of medicines, and for 


a longer time in ſome of theſe caſes, previous 


to the new infection. It may then perhaps 
be ſaid, that they were not continued long 
enough: be it ſo; or at this rate we might 
go on ad infinitum, and never put a period to 
our ſuppoſitions; we will therefore leave to 
practice inſtead of theory, the determination 
of this matter. 


n 


I was conſulted a few years ago by the 
Captain 'of a marching regiment, who had 
. been 
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Deer 

been afflicted many years with obſtructions in 
the urethra they were particularly diſtreſſing 
to him during the late war, occaſioning re- 
peated ſuppreſſions of urine, which at length 
became ſo frequent, as to oblige him to carry 
a ſmall catheter or a bougie generally in his 
pocket; unluckily, however, he was unpro- 
vided in that reſpe& once upon a forced 
march, when being attacked with a total ſup- 
preſſion of urine, and having no aſſiſtance at 
hand, he was under the neceſſity of taking a 
ſmall twig from a tree, and after properly 
ſhaping, forced it through the obſtructions 
into the bladder, made a paſſage for the urine, 
and thereby ſaved his life, which had often 
been in the moſt 1 imminent danger from the 
fame cauſe. 1 


Ar the time he applied to me, the urethra 


was ſo much obſtructed with caruncles, that 
I found great difficulty in paſſing the ſmalleſt 
bougie, and therefore recommended the im- 
mediate application of them : his anſwer was, 
«© That if no other means were uſed, he was 
yery certain no cure would be obtained, hav- 
ing worn bougies at times for ſome years paſt; * 
I replied, 
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I replied, © That internal remedies were like- 
wiſe indiſpenſably neceſſary in his caſe, by 
reaſon of the very high degree of ſcurvy with 


which he was moſtevidently infeſted ; his body 


being almoſt covered with puſtules, boils and 
ſcabs, the rankeſt of the kind that I had ever 
ſeen. Very powerful antiſcorbutics were 
therefore liberally adminiſtered during the 
whole courſe of bougie, in order to correct 
that acrimony, which would otherwiſe have 


much impeded, if not entirely prevented the 


formation of a proper cicatrix. The diſcharge 
from the urethra was very plentiful for the 
firſt three weeks, and from its ſharpneſs ſome- 
times inflamed the glans penis and præputium, 
as well as the urinary duct, but was kept 
within bounds by the uſe of emollient and 
cooling injections. Thus, was the urethra 


entirely cleared of obſtructions, the body of 


its acrimonious humour, and in leſs than four 
months the patient's health perfectly re- eſta- 
bliſhed. | 


E. XXXI. 


A MEMBER of the Houſe of Commons 


about a year ago ſent for me, on account. of 
oY 


N— — — — 
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E 
an obſtruction in the urethra, which had 
troubled him ſome years, and of late pro- 
duced à frequent inclination to make urine, 
though it could flow now only in a very 
ſmall ſtream, and with much difficulty, from 
the encreaſed ſize of the carnoſity. The ob- 
: ſtruction was ſo great, that it would not ad- 
mit the ſmalleſt bougie to paſs it; I therefore 
contented myſelf with introducing one up to 
the caruncle, upon which it made a gentle 
preſſure, being properly fixed with a ligature: 
I gave directions for its being retained in the 
ſame poſition as long as poſlible, that the 
bougie might gradually either inſinuate itſelf 
through this fleſhy ſubſtance, or elſe ſlip paſt 
it. My patient perſevered in the method I 
had propoſed for the ſpace of near eleven 
hours, when he had the ſatisfaction of per- 
ceiving thut the obſtruction gave way to the 
bougie. A ſmall hæmorrhage enſued, which 
in a few minutes ceaſed of itſelf—ſoon after- 
wards he attempted to make urine, but at firſt 
found the paſſage more obſtructed than uſual ; 
however, upon ſtraining, he forced out ſome- 
thing, which he imagined was coagulated 
blood, but on examination it proved to be 


the 
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„ 
the carnoſity ĩtſelf. in ſhape and fize it nearly 
reſembled a pea, and was compoſed of a 
| tough membranous ſubſtance, the baſis of 
it was very ſmall, as will be readily conceived 
| from its being ſo eaſily ſeparated. The un- 
uſual frequency of making water immediately 
eeaſed upon the removal of the excreſcence, 
which without doubt had ſo ſtimulated the 
parts as to be the occaſion of it; upon the 
fame principle I preſume as any extraneous 
body would have done. Aſtringent injections 
now became neceſſary to procure a firm cica- 
trix; bougies were likewiſe frequently intro- 
duced to preſerve the natural diameter of the 
urethra in that particular part; and, in order 
to.confirm the cure, theſe applications were 
continued about-a week or ten days. 
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A TRADESMAN in Weſtminſter, was for 
ſeveral weeks incommoded with a frequent 
deſire to void urine, which at length encreaſed 
to ſuch a degree as to prevent his attendance 
on buſineſs: thus circumſtanced, he became 


my patient. Upon enquiry, I found that he | 
had 
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had not been ſubje& to either grave] or ſtone, 
nor was there any reaſon to ſuſpect "that 
infection had given riſe to the complaint. I 
then propoſed to examine the urethra with a 
bougie, but was prevented by a wart juſt 
within the orifice; that excreſcence J re- 
moved with ſciſſors, and deſtroyed its roots 
with an eſcharotic. The patient informed 
me next day that he no longer felt any irri- 
tation at the neck of his bladder, nor had any 
inclination to urine oftener than he uſually 
did before the diſorder took place. The 
parts ſoon healed; and he has been free from 
ſtrangury ever ſince. 


Hene we may obſerve, that a di ſeaſe at one 
end of the urethra, will produce a diſagree- 
able ſenſation at the other. It frequently 
happens that a ſtone in the bladder, when it 
preſſes in a particular direction, will create 
fuch an itching at the glans penis and præ - 
putium, that the patient cannot refrain from 
rubbing and pulling thoſe Parts, 


 ExcRESCENCES in the urethra ſometimes 
affe& very materially the ſeminal ducts, as 

will appear in ſome of the following caſes. 
N IT 
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Ir often occurs, even in claps, that the 
patient thinks his diſeaſe ſeated in one part 
of the urethra, when it happens to be in 
another : indeed, we cannot wonder at the 
many inſtances of very great ſympathy in 
theſe parts, when we conſider their exquiſite 


ſenſibility. 


C A. 8 R XXXIII. 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Norfolk, 
had many ycars laboured under a lifficult of 
making urine, occaſioned by excreſcences in 
the urethra, the conſequence of a long con- 
tinued gleet. He had had frequent ſuppreſ- 
ſions of urine after violent exerciſe, hard 
drinking, or exceſſes of any kind; this he 

deemed merely a temporary inconvenience, it 
having generally been ſoon removed by the 
introduction of a catheter or a bougie ; which 
circumſtance rendered him negligent as to 
the making of proper application for a radical 
cure. However, he at laſt ſuffered very ſe- 
verely for his inattention, as will appear in 
the ſequel. In the month of June, 1777, 
being very much heated with exerciſe and 


high 


E 
high living, he was attacked by his old com- 
plaint, (the ſuppreſſion of urine) and recourſe 


was immediately had to the former expe- 
dients, but the inflammation and obſtruction 


were ſo great, that no inſtrument could 


be paſſed into the bladder---his ſurgeon 
endeavoured to relieve him by the uſual 
means, ſuch as bleeding, warm bathing, 
terebinthinate and other clyſters, anodynes, 


&c. but they proved ineffectual. After the 
ſuppreſſion had continued upwards of thirty 


hours, he determined to come up to town, 
though at the diſtance of more than one 


hundred miles, The anxiety and pain that 


he experienced during the journey, may be 
better imagined than deſcribed. On his 
arrival in town he immediately ſent for me, 


but half an hour before I faw him, the urine 
had forced its way through the perinæum, a 


part of which, and of the adjoining ſcrotum, 
I found in a mortified ſtate. The mortification 
extended at leaſt fix inches in circumference. 


From the pale emaciated aſpect of my pa- 


tient, I could not expect any great aſſiſtance 
from his conſtitution, which by his own ac- 
count had been much impaired by a long 

N 2 ſucceſſion 
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ſucceſſſon of irregularitjes His age did not 


exceed forty years; in the laſt ten of which, 
he had been frequently attacked with ſevere 
fits of the gout All theſe circumſtances 
conſidered, I could not form the moſt fa- 
vourable- prognoſis ; however, I was parti- 
cularly careful, that my opinion ſhould not 
be couched i in ſuch terms as might depreſs 


his ſpirits, being fully aware of the bad con- 


ſequences that * frequently enſue from the 
mind's influence upon the body, eſpecially in 
putrid complaints. Having 1 in theſe caſes no 
time to loſe, I immediately proceeded to ſca- 
rify the parts as deeply as the nature of them 
would admit of, or as circumſtances required. 
Aﬀter ſtuping the wound extremely well 
with a ſpirituous famentation, I applied warm 
digeſtives, and over them (inſtead of cata- 


plaſm of any kind) ſoft rags moiſtened with 


camphorated ſpirits, and ordered the nurſe 
to dip a ſponge in the fame eyery half hour, 
and ſqueeze it over the dreſſings and the 
neighbouring parts, in order to prevent as 
much as poſſible the mortification from ex- 


tending itſelf any further. The dreflings 
were often renewed, on account of the urine's 


flowing 


x 
| 
{ 
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flowing fo frequently through the wound, 
As internal antiſeptics were likewiſe indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary, I preſcribed an electary 
of Peruvian bark and Virginian ſnake-root, 
to be taken as often and in as large doſes as 
his ſtomach would bear, and that it ſhould. 
be waſhed dawn with camphorated julep or 
good Port wine, of both which I allowed 
him to take very freely. His liquors were 
moſt of them acidulated with elixir of vi- 
trial, to which was added the aromatic tino- 
ture, to prevent its offending the ſtomach, 
and at the fame time render it more cardiac, 
There were likewiſe prepared for him ſtrong 
rich ſoups, and what is called beef-tea, of 
which he drank plentifully. Opiates were 
adminiſtered the firſt twelve days, and at 
ſuitable intervals, clyſters to keep his bowels 
in a proper ſtate. Ry theſe means the. pro- 
greſs of the mortification was ſoon impeded, 
and in a ſhort time entirely ſtopped. The 
ſloughs began to ſeparate in the courſe of 
twelve days, when I thought it adviſeahle 
to attempt regaining the natural paflage for 
the urine, the whole of which conſtantly 
flowed through the Wound ever ſince it had 

: e firſt 
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firſt made an outlet that way. The caruncles 
in the urethra made ſo much reſiſtance, that 
four days elapfed before the ſmalleſt bougie 
could be paſſed through them; but as ſoon' 
as that point was gained, a bougie was con- 
ſtantly kept in the urethra hoth night and 
day. The urine by this method ſoon reco- 
vered the natural channel, and in leſs than a 
fortnight, not a drop of it paſſed through the 
wound, which now digeſted well, and in a 
few days incarned, and ſoon after cicatriſed 
as kindly as could have been expected. By 
continuing the bougies ſix weeks longer, the 
urethra was entirely cleared of all its obſtruc- 
tions, and the parts firmly healed. Soon 
afterwards, my paticnt returned to the coun- 
try in high ſpirits, and in a much better ſtate 
of health than he had been for my precedes 
ing months, 


SEMINAL GLEET. 


HavinG hitherto made little or no men- 
tion of the ſeminal gleet, I will now offer a 
few obſervations upon the origin of that dif- 
eaſe, and produce ſome particular caſes, both 

; to 
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to illuſtrate the ſubject, and recommend a 
method of cure that has frequently ſucceeded 
after every other had proved ineffectual. 
That ſeminal gleets or weakneſſes (call them 
by which name you pleaſe) are of all others, 
the moſt difficult to cure, I preſume, will 
not be controverted by any experienced prac- 
titioner ; this difficulty will be encreaſed in 
proportion to the immediate cauſe of the diſ- 
eaſe, and the contingencies that may attend 
it, the habit of body, mode of living, cli- 
mate, profeſſion or occupation, 4 of the 
patient. The diſeaſe may ariſe from thoſe 
excreſcences in the urethra, which we term 
caruncles, carnoſities, &c. and it is ſome- 
times occaſioned by the deſtruction of that 
natural caruncle, the caput gallinaginis ure- 
thre. It originates likewiſe from an acri- 
monious ſtate of the blood and juices. Some-- 
times it is produced by a general relaxation- 
of the whole frame, from whatever cauſe 
ſoever that may take its riſe, whether from a. 
ſeries of debaucheries, exceſſive venery, ſelf- 
pollution, &c &c. 


Ix ſome of the foregoing caſes, I have de- 
monſtrated that an excreſcence in the urethra 
will 
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will ſtimulate the bladder (though at the diſ- 
tance of ſome inches) to ſuch a degree as to 
bring ori a frequent inclination to evacuate 
its contents: and when that ſtimulus hap- 
pens to fix upon the ſeminal ducts, the re- 
ſervoirs, or the teſticles themſelves, ſimilar 
effects muſt naturally be expected. After the 
ſeminals have been thus ſtimulated for a 
length of time, their retentive faculties muſt 
indubitably become ſo much impaired and 
weakened, as to admit of very frequent and 
involuntary emiſſions. The fame conſe- 
quences may alſo be expected, when the blood 
is much impregnated with acrimony of any 
kind, and a conſiderable ſhare of it falls upon 
any particular organ (a gland for inftanee, of 
its excretory. duct) the irritation thereby pro- 
duced muſt excite an unnatural ſecretion, as 
well as expulſion of that particular fluid, and 
will at the ſame time alter the quality of it. A 
long cotinued repetition of this ſtimulus gradu- 
ally relaxes the mouths of the excretory ducts, 
together with their valves or ſphincters, thoſe 
natural obſtacles to involuntary evacuations ; 
in fine, they entirely loſe their original powers 
of retention, and the fluid is frequently diſ- 
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charging itſelf, almoſt as ſoon as ſecerned; or 
upon the Faſt exertion in making urine or 
going to ſtool, ſuppoſing the ſeminal veſſels 
to have been thus viſited by the acrimonious 
humour. 
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Ax officer in the navy, after having la- 
boured under a ſeminal gleet for ſix years and 
upwards, put himſelf under my care about 
two years and a half fince. His ſpirits, 
ſtrength, appetite, &c. were greatly reduced, 
inſomuch, that he was threatened with a 
total loſs of virility. Aſter interrogating him 
as to the cauſe of his diſeaſe, I examined the 
urethra with a bougie, and found it perfectly 
free from obſtruction: I then inſpected the 
colour and conſiſtence of the diſcharge, and 
ſoon perceived that it had loſt its natural 
texture, and ſeemed to abound with acri- 
mony, which upon further enquiry proved to 
be ſcorbutic. He informed me that he had 
been much afflicted with the ſcurvy for ſome 
years previous to the appearance of his preſent 
complaint. Having now- inveſtigated the 

O cauſe 
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cauſe of the diſeaſe, I had but little difficulty 
to apprehend in performing the cure of it ; 
as my patient, from his appearance, as well as 
promiſes, perſuaded me, that nothing on his 
part would be wanting for the completion of 
it. I had not formed a wrong conjecture ; for 
with the greateſt regularity and attention he 
perſevered in a courſe of antiſcorbutics, 
which in a few months entirely removed his 


gleet, and at the ſame time perfectly re- eſta- 
bliſhed his health in every other reſpect. 
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A GENTLEMAN in the county of Middle- 
ſex, applied to me two years ago, on account 
of a ſeminal gleet, to which at times he had 
been for ſome years ſubject, though at inter- 
vals entirely free from it; his vigour there- 
fore was not very much impaired thereby, but 
as the returns of the complaint, had of late 
been more frequent than uſual, he began to 
be very apprehenſive of conſequences. Upon 
examination, I found that the cauſe of this 
gleet might be truly deemed arthritic; it was 
indeed ſufficiently evident from the appear- 

ance 
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ance of the diſcharge, and the patient's own 
account of his caſe. The ſemen was loaded 
with a cretaceous matter, ſimilar to the chalk 
ſtones produced by the gout; in proof of 
which, he informed me that he had been 
afflicted with the gout many years, chalk 
ſtones had appeared on his feet, but that no 
more of them had formed after the creta- 
ceous matter found its way to the ſpermatic 
veſſels, and (as he very rationally ſuppoſed,) 
diſcharged itſelf with the ſemen ever ſince 
that period. Being perfectly ſenſible that the 
diſeaſe originated from the gout, I recom- 
mended patience, and a reſignation to his fate. 
This preſcription not ſatisfying him, I pro- 
miſed to conſider further upon his caſe, and 
exert my beſt abilities to ſerve him. After a 
little reflection, there occurred to my memory 
the caſe of a gentleman, who ſome years ſince 
employed me to cure him of the venereal 
diſeaſe, and as he was greatly afflicted with 
the gout, requeſted very earneſtly that I would 
not give him the leaſt particle of mercury 
I acquieſced therewith, and in the courſe of 
a few weeks removed his complaint, merely 
by the uſe of vegetables. 
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SOMETIME afterwards he informed me, that 
theſe medicines had fo purified his blood and 
Juices, that the gout had not viſited him fo 
frequently as uſual, and the paroxyſms were 
much milder and of ſhorter duration than 
they formerly had been, He has therefore 
taken the medicine fince that time as an anti- 
arthritic. The recollection of this circum- 
ſtance induced me to adminiſter remedies of 
a ſimilar kind for the cure of this arthritic 
gleet; and I had ſoon the ſatisfaction of per- 
ceiving that the diſcharge gradually decreaſed, 
and was leſs and leſs impregnated with the 
chalk, till it entirely diſappeared, which 
happened in about two months: I adviſed 
nevertheleſs a continuance of the medicines 
ſometime longer in order to prevent a re- 
lapſe. The medicines uſed upon this occaſion 
were, diuretics and diaphoretics, in the com- 
poſition of which, camphor was no inconſi- 
derable ingredient. Before we diſmiſs the 
ſubject, it may not be improper to mention 
ſome other diſorders, to which the organs of 
generation are liable, from this arthritic acri- 
mony, I have been informed from very good 
authority, of priapiſms originating from the 

ſame 
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fame ſource; one in particular, of a gentle- 
man in the county of Surry, which is ſaid 
to have continued an incredible lengtb of 
time. Inſtances I have myſelf ſeen, where 
the gout has produced tumefactions of the 
teſticles, to as high a degree as thoſe in ve- 
nereal caſes, and which, like them, have been 
removed by diſcutient fomentations, and emol- 
lient cataplaſms, aſſiſted with powerful ſudo- 
rifics internaliy. In theſe caſes opiates like- 
wiſe may repeatedly be adminiſtered to very 
great advantage. 
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ABovT eighteen months ſince, I was con- 
ſulted by an eminent artiſt in the vicinity of 
London, who had for many years been trou- 
bled with a gleet and obſtructions in the uri- 
nary paſſage, occaſioned by a clap which was 
contracted eleven years before. There had 
been, ever fince that period, a diſcharge of 
yellowiſh matter that might be ſaid to ebb 
and flow, being very copious at one time, and 
quite the reverſe at others; exceſs of any 
kind, never failed to encreaſe it very conſi- 
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derably. Within the laſt three years he per- 
ceived the urethra to be materially obſtructed, 
and from that time a new ſymptom made its 
appearance, namely, a mixture of ſemen with 
the old running; in proportion to the en- 
creaſe of the caruncles, the ſeminal diſcharge 
became more plentiful, inſomuch, that dur- 
ing the laſt four or five months, he very 
ſeldom made urine or went to ſtool, without 
a conſiderable quantity of ſeed being evacu- 
ated at the ſame time. He informed me of his 
having taken large quantities of the moſt bra- 
cing and ſtrengthening medicines, but with 
no other effect, than a temporary palliation of 
the ſymptoms. The long continuation of the 
diſeaſe, added to a cloſe attention to buſineſs, 
made terrible havock with his conſtitution, 
reduced him almoſt to a ſkeleton, and relaxed 
his nerves to ſuch a degree, as to render life 
burthenſome in the extreme. The excreſ- 
cences had ſo choaked up the urethra, that 
the ſmalleſt bougie could not be paſſed with- 
out great difficulty. I began his cure, by 
attempting to remove theſe obſtructions, 
being fully convinced that no medicine could 
be of uſe till that was effected. I adviſed 

him 
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him to wear a bougie both night and day, 
and for as many hours together as the parts 
would admit of, without occaſioning pain or 
loſs of reſt. His bowels were at the ſame 
time kept in proper order by the uſe of gentle 
aperients: to which circumſtance it will al- 
ways be found indiſpenſably neceflary to at- 
tend in every complaint of this nature, both 
in order to prevent inflammation, and to-ob- 
viate any material exertion in the evacuation 
of the feces. His diet was of the moſt nu- 
tritious kind, but as he at firſt had little or 
no appetite, I gave him ſtrong decoctions of 
the woods, which ſoon procured one, and at 
the ſame time corrected any latent acrimo- 
nious humours: after which, corroborants 
and reſtoratives were adminiſtered with the 
greateſt ſucceſs. By theſe means, at the ex- 
piration of four months, he was ſo far reco- 
vered as to imagine himſelf cured ; the medi- 
cines however were continued ſeven or eight 
weeks longer, by which time his health was 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, 
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AL Most fimilar to the preceding cafe, was 
that of a gentleman in the county of Cam- 
bridge, who had been afflicted for ſeveral 
years with a ſeminal gleet, and had taken a 
great quantity of medicines of different Kinds, 
without receiving any material benefit—a cir- 

cumſtance not to be wondered at, when we 
conſider that the cauſe of the diſeaſe had not 
hitherto been underſtood, no attention having 
been paid to a caruncle in the urethra, which 
at laſt encreaſed ſo much, as almoſt entirely 
to prevent the paſſing of his urine; upon 
this account it was that he made application 
to me, having long before given up all ex- 
pectation of removing the ſeminal gleet, every 
effort for that purpoſe having ſo repeatedly 
proved abortive. Luckily however, the ſtop- 
page of urine obliged him to have recourſe 
to the only method that could poſſibly remedy 
his old diſorder. By uſing bougies, the ure- 
thra was cleared of obſtruction in the courſe 
of a few weeks, in conſequence of which, 


the ſeminal diſcharge gradually abated, and 
| with 
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with the aſſiſtance of ſome internal bracers, 
a radical cure was effected in leſs than five 
months. | | 


E 


A GENTLEMAN in the weſtern part of Eng- 
land, became my patient three years fince, in 
conſequence of a ſeminal weakneſs or gleet, 
which had been his coinpanion for thirteen 
years, and was at length very near putting a 
period to his exiſtence, notwithſtanding a 
long continued uſe of the moſt powerful re- 

ſtoratives both in medicine and diet, which 
had been preſcribed for him by ſeveral "oy. 


eminent practitioners, 


HE had taken aſtringents, balſamics, 
ſtrengtheners and bracers of almoſt every 
kind, large quantities of bark, ſtecl, ginſang, 
&c. &c. nor was the cold bath omitted, which 
in the beginning, he ſald, afforded a tempo- 
rary relief, but after a few months uſe en- 
tirely loſt its effet. The diſeaſe had ren- 
dered him fo weak, as to be {carce able to 
walk or ſtand upright, and his ſpirits were 

P | likewiſe | 
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likewiſe proportionably depreſſed. He in- 
formed me, that his preſent complaints took 
their riſe from a clap contracted upwards of 
thirteen years ſince, that it was not attended 
with much pain or inflammation, nor were 
any of the ſymptoms ſuch, as indicated any 
high degree of virulence; his ſurgeon, how- 
ever, had ſupplied him very liberally with 
mercurials and draſtic purges, and had con- 
tinued them ſome weeks, by which means 
his appetite, ſtrength, &c. were much im- 
paired, and a gleet enſued, which from a 
venereal, degenerated into a ſeminal one. Fre- 
quent nocturnal emiſſions of ſemen inter- 
rupted his ſleep, and a diſcharge of the ſame 
kind generally happened whenever he made 
urine or went to ſtool. After having given 
this account, he requeſted to have my opinion 
upon his caſe. My anſwer was; that from 
the long continuance of the venereal gleet, I 
ſuſpected ſome excreſcence had formed in the 
urethra, and ſhould that be the caſe, I doubted 
not of rendering him very eſſential ſervice. 
He replied, * 'That he did not imagine there 
could be any material obſtruction in the paſ- 
ſage, as his urine flowed almoſt as well as 
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ever; but that it did not paſs quite ſo freely, 
which he attributed wholly to the debility 


of the parts. However, upon examination 


with a bougie, I found a caruncle about four 
inches up the urethra, which, in that place, 
diminiſhed its diameter nearly one-third part; 
the reſt of the canal was perfectly free from 
either ſtricture or any other obſtruction: this 
diſcovery gave my patient much pleaſure, and 
at the ſame time great ſurpriſe, that ſuch a 
ſubſtance ſhould have formed without his 
perceiving it; that was a circumſtance, I told 
him, which frequently occurred, and might 
be very eaſily accounted for, by only reflecting 
upon the very ſlow, gradual progreſs of theſe 
carnoſities; in the preſent inſtance above 
twelve years had elapſed during the forma- 
tion of a very ſmall one. I then adviſed him 
to enter upon the uſe of bougies; and that 
they ſhould remain in the urethra as many 


hours as poſſible, both night and day, pro- { 


vided neither pain nor inflammation enſued, 
to prevent which, as well as too great efforts 
in diſcharging the feces; his body was kept 
rather in a laxative ſtate than otherwiſe, by 
taking occaſionally flos ſulphuris, magneſia 
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alba, or cleftarium lenitivum. In the courſe 
of a week he was able to wear the bougies 
twelve hours in the twenty-four ; by which 
means a copious diſcharge of matter was pro- 
duced, and in proportion to that, did the ca- 
runcle decreaſe, and the ſeminal evacuation 
abate. In leſs than a month the carnoſity 
was removed, and with it the ſtimulus which 
had operated ſo powerfully upon the ſperma- 
tic veſſels, Kc. At this time I thought cor- 
roborative medicines would take the deſired 
effect, 1 accordingly adminiſtered them in asg 
large doſes, and as repeatedly as his ſtomach 
would bear, his diet was likewiſe of the moſt 
nutritious kind, and as ſimple as poſfible, all 
high ſeaſoned ſauces, &c. being ſtudiouſly 

avoided, together with ſpirituous liquors, and 
vegetable acids. By the above method this 
gentleman was reſtored to periect health in 
the ſpace of eight months; he married ſoon 
after, and has got an heir to his eſtate. PE 


In theſe caſes I always recommend animal 
food, or a meat diet in preference to any other; 
and when the ſtomach is too weak to admit 
of it in ſubſtance, ſtrong ſoups or broths 
3 muſt 
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muſt be extracted from it, and taken very li- 
berally. After meals, a glaſs or two of good 
old Madeira or Mountain wine may be drank, 
and will generally prove beneficial. Mode- 
rate exerciſe will likewiſe be uſeful, but 
great care muſt be had that it never amounts | 
to fatigue, The patient ſhould be thinly 
clad both night and day; riſe early, and go 
to bed the ſame. I fine, the fame regimen 
may be obſerved in theſe complaints as is ge- 
nerally recommended in thoſe termed nervous. 


| 
ALL excreſcences or carnoſities in the ure- | 
thra have not a venercal origin, that, in com- | 
mon with every other glandulous membrane, | 
may certainly produce them from ſome other | 
cauſes; among which, coarſe gravel and ſmall | 
rough or ſharp ſtones paſſing through this 
tube may ſometimes occaſion them. An in- 
ſtance of this kind I remember to have ſeen 
in a Kentiſh farmer, who applied to me on 
account of obſtructions in the urethra, which 
could not be ſuppoſed to ariſe from any ve- | 
nereal cauſe, as he ſolemnly declared, that he | 
had never been ſo infected. He had however | 
frequently voided gravel and ftones with his 
| urine z 
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urine; which, I make not the leaſt doubt, 
gave riſe to the excreſcences, from having 
wounded the membrane, which afterwards 


healed, but not without producing theſe fungi. 


THE glandulous membrane that lines the 
noſe, we know will ſometimes ſend forth ex- 
creſcences named polypi, independent of any 
venereal matter whatever. 


BEFORE we cloſe our obſervations upon 
gleets and weaknefles, let us turn our thoughts 
upon thoſe which are peculiar to the fair ſex. 


THE leucorrhæa, fluor albus, or the diſeaſe - 
vulgarly termed the whites, though often 
with very great impropriety, the diſcharge 
being at times as high coloured as that pro- 
duced by the venereal virus itſelf. This 
gleet is the cauſe of many diſorders, and as 
frequently the conſequence of others. It 
ſometimes ariſes merely from a cacochymia, 
at others from a profluvium menſium, bad la- 
bours, miſcarriages, a general relaxation, im- 
moderate venery, acrimonious humours, &c. 


When this diſcharge is very copious and of 
on long 


1 

long duration, it produces many very difa- 
greeable (if not fatal) effects: it may give 
riſe to the whole tribe of what are called 

nervous complaints, hyſterics, &c. and may 
ſometimes occaſion an atrophy or conſump- 
tion. It is to be lamented, that they are 
moſt ſubject to this diſorder, who apparently 
are the leaſt able to ſuſtain it, namely, thoſe 
of the moſt delicate frames and conſtitutions. 
A ſedentary mode of living, improper diet, too 
much cloathing, bed-warming and tea drink- 
ing, contribute greatly to encreaſe, if not to 
produce this diſeaſe: the uſe of ſtrong liquors 


(Lam afraid) may ſometimes be added to the 


catalogue of cauſes. Froma deſire of becoming 
more delicate, many good conſtitutions have 
been greatly injured, (if not entirely ruined) 
by the too frequent repetition of phlebotomy 
and ſtrong cathartics. The pudenda of each 
lex being generally very much benefitted by 
cold bathing, why, in the name of common 
ſenſe, is it not more frequently pratiſed ? 
Women, in particular, would derive infinite 
advantage from wathing theſe parts regularly 
night and morning with cold water, except 
at the time of menſtruation ; as I believe that 
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few things would tend more to prevent the 
diſeaſe in queſtion than theſe ablutions, if 
properly purſued. An immerſion of the whole 
body would certainly be preferable to a partial 
bath, but as the former is not always practi- 
cable, and is generally attended with great 
trouble and inconvenience, we muſt content 
ourſelves with the latter, provided it be dili- 
gently perſiſted in. Certain ſects are ſtrictly 
enjoined to make frequent ablutions, as a ce- 
remony or duty incumbent on the profeſſors 
of ſuch religions: a cuſtom, however, of this 
kind, (if viewed only in a temporal light) 
muſt be highly beneficial to ſociety. Can 
any good reaſon be aſſigned, why the external 
parts of generation ſhould not be as often 
waſhed as our faces, they mult certainly re- 
quire itas frequently, although ſeldom expoſed 
to view? Courteſans (for more reaſons than 
one) are the ſtricteſt obſervers of this ſalutary 
cuſtom. The great difficulty attending the 
cure of the fluor albus, may in ſome degree 
be aſcribed to the very lax texture and de- 
pending ſituation of the parts ſubje& to this 
diſcharge. 
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Id the cure of female gleets, we muſt ad- 
miniſter ſuch alteratives as will remove any 
latent acrimony, and at the ſame time recom- 
mend the moſt nutritious diet, together with 
a proper regulation of the other non- naturals. 
After the blood and juices ſhall have been 
ſufficiently purified by the means abovemen- 
tioned; then may balſamics and aſtrigents be 
uſed to great advantage. Be it remembered 
alſo, that we muſt not rely ſolely upon inter- 
nals, for it will generally be found neceſſary 
to uſe topical applications at the ſame time, 
viz. lotions and injections, which muſt be 
compoſed of the moſt powerful aſtringents. 
The cold bath will likewiſe be of ſervice, 
where unſound viſcera or very great tender- 
neſs of lungs do not prohibit the uſe of it. 
The alteratives recommended in the former 
part of this Eflay, will, upon trial, be allowed 
the moſt efficacious ones in the preſent com- 
plaint. Opiates, in many ſtages of the diſ- 
eaſe, may likewiſe be adminiſtered to very 
great advantage, provided they be ſo cor- 
rected, as to obviate any material conſtipation 
of body. Of all the non-naturals, a due 
regulation of the paſſions mult be very ſtrĩctly 
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attended to; nay, it will be found indiſpen- 
ably neceſſary, as without it no cure will ever 
be obtained; indeed, it will generally prove 
one grand eſſential in the cure of many female 
complaints. That the vagina uteri, and its 
vicinities are very liable to great defluxions, 
is ſufficiently evident from the diſeaſe juſt 
now mentioned, which in general does not 
make its appearance before the age of puberty: 
ſome females however, even in the infant 
ſtate, experience ſo great a flow of humours, 
as to produce a diſcharge, in colour, not un- 
like the gonorrhæal one, and frequently acri- 
monious enough, to occaſion much-inflam- 
mation, pain, and tumefaction in theſe parts. 5 
Several inſtances of this kind have fallen un- 
der my inſpection, and upon enquiry, I have 


generally found that the complaint aroſe from 


either a ſcorbutic or a ſcrophulous humour. 
Emollient fomentations and cataplaſms, aſ- 
ſiſted with gentle purgatives, and mild alte- 
rants, will ſoon abate the ſymptoms, which 
generally diſappear in the courſe of a few 
days; eſpecially if the diſcharge has been ra- 
ther 8 in the beginning. 


To 
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To prevent a relapſe, it will be neceſſary 
to keep the inteſtines in a laxative ſtate, which 
may be eaſily effected by the uſe of lac ſul- 
phuris, or magneſia alba; the preference 
however muſt be given to the former, as it 
will at the ſame time prove no inſignificant 
alterative. The moſt obſtinate caſes are ſuch 
as derive their origin from a leprous humour, 
one of theſe I remember to have ſeen; it was 
attended with a very high degree of inflam- 
mation, and required venæſection, opiates and 
cathartics, together with the muſt powerful 
internal alteratives, and external emollients. 
A compoſition of camphor, antimony and 
ſulphur, was in this caſe extremely uſeful ; 
the cure indeed might with juſtice be wholly 


aſcribed to it; every other medicine having 
proved ineffectual. 


THe cure of gleets and weakneſſes in either 
ſex, will generally require a conſiderable time, 
but if the methods I have recommended be 
put in practice, and properly purſued, I am 


firmly perſuaded that they will very ſeldom 
fail of ſucceſs. bo 
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